Interviewsr' s Comments

The intepvisw topk place in the apartment of Heidi Kurz. It
is s guiet area sven though a lot of college studerts live in the
area. The apartment was very warm with much of the decor typical
of a gpllege home.

Meidi Kurs 4= 21 vears of aae and seems to have agreat
ambitione far her life. She told me befores the interview that
ahe would rather just talk about sgcial work and ko steer away
Froem family backiround: ancd mattelks pertalning to this area.

(The interview went Well prabably becesuse I have kpown Heidl
for a few ymars now. Although she ssems to know what she is
talking about and what she wants to say she has & little trouble
sxprassing herself! clearly. This made writing the transceipt &
11€%¥1e diffleul e and Upon rersading it some of the passages are a

1ittle unclear,)



Heldi Hurz

1. XNouth in Grand Ledae
schooling. reighborbhood, recreation
2y Undlversity cholce
raa=ans for choosing NMU, was it tough?
. Interest in Social Work
Harbor Hou=s, Parent Aid
#. Trainina for Bocial Waork
clas=as, pracfital superience, dealing with psople vou work
wWith
8. Future plans

type of career, contintis education
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Can you please state your name and age?

My name ts Heidi Kurz and 1 was born 12/21/67.

Wherse did vou arow wuo?

Brand Ledae, Michigan. It's about & miles west of Lansing, a
really small bkown, smaller thean Marguette. [t was really
clpse kpit, a lot of my relatives were ralsed in that town.
Was thers more to do in Grand Ledge that thers is in
Marguette?

1 would say Marguette has a i1fferent aspect because of the
Liniversity here, but then Lanesing had Michigan State too.
No, T wouldn't say there was more.

A lot of parties?

Yes. The same thing you do in every town. We went to games
and parties and shoppino. It was bBasically the same.

What was vour neighborbhood 1ike?

It was a lot of old houses, quist with nice neighbors, really
a residential area.

Did vou ge tm school in Grand Ledge?

Grand Ledae High with 2 =small class of 300 to 400 students.
How did you do in school?

i1t wes & Joke. 1 wanted to bhave: s ogood time: rather than
study. I did pobrly due to lack of effort.

Did wou participate in school activities?

I was in student council, a cheEsrleader, and I played powder—
puff foolball.

What was that like?

It was fun, tt was fun. Onily girls could play and we had guy



.

.

“,

a.

.,

cheerleaders. It was: a mock foptball scene, the girls with
their big shoulder pad trving to exsggerate the opposite.

The guys had big stiuffed sweaters and everything, thelr make-
Lp was outbtrageous. 1t was fun though, really fun.

80 you graduated on time didn't you?

Yes.

8o vyou decided to come to Morthern. Why?

It was far away. I wanted to aget awey from Grand Ledge. New
sceEnery, I wanted a channe. I thought it would be a pretty
good idea to venturs ' out on my fWn.

What did your parents think about you going so far away?
They loved it. They thought it was a good idea. Neither of
my: brothers went.

You have two brothers?

Two'older brothers. They' just thooght it was the: best thing
for me,

by ?

Well the independence, the self-sssertiveness, s=elf-reliance,

and to take care of thing=s on my own.

Did vou 'miss: them a lot?

Mot rFeally. I think when vou’ e depressed or aot a really
shitty grade or something then I think T got more homesick
thern. But if ! was havino fun and doing really good @ had
other thaimga to occlbpy my mind.

Bo you really didn*t go homs a lot?

I did my freshman year. there was alwﬂ;s the opportunity =so 1



-

.

a.

did. PBut I didn't always go home, I went downstate a lot.
Do vou Ehink vour study habits chapged a 1ot?

Drastically. [ didn°t have any in high school so I guess 1
just developed them.

What did you different?

I studied, I read my materizl and I pa;Ld attention, T went
to class, Just very basic.

S you wanted to learn.

Yeah; I came up here for a purpose, to get an education.
What did you want to majar in?

Social work, I knew that right from the beginning.

How?

How. [ wanted to interact with people. I didn't want to
just be pushing paper and taking orders from someone slse. 1
didn‘t want someone else telling me what to do, 1 wanted to
make deciz=icon=s on my Own. 1 wanted to benefit pther pecple,
help them out., That's the most important thing to me, to
make & difference in someone elase's life,

Did you have any prior siperience in social work before

you came up hers?

Ma. Mot before 1 came up.

How about now, what are you doing fos?

1'm eurrently involved in s couple things. [ do velunteer

work at Harbor Mouse which is a domestic violence sheltsr for

battered wives and their children. 1I'm also & volunteer a

Parent Aid which is when you be a friend to a person who has

a child :and they are at bigh risk for potentially abusing
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their child or they alre=ady have. You're there for them in 2
time of crisis =o they have someone to support them. They
cann call you up instead of abusing their child. They realizs
haow they 'Fe dgolng te'do it and they' 11 call instead of doing
it

You don't have a kid so is it really hard for you to relate?
Yeah it really is. 1 have one now and she has a little girl
and shes talking about her testhing, it is really irritating
I suppose and she can’t sleep and her baby wakes her up and
her baby i juetr crabby all the time. 1 can't even imagine
bLhat. So I think it 'is more difficulbs IF T had a ehild
khen T think I could relate, But right now I can't, but I'm
mostly there for her nat her baby.,

Do vou just help ber with her decisions or do vou make them
for her?

Mo, her decisions are-up to her. If she wants my advice 1711
give 1t toe her, I'm just bhasically a3 guide. Right riow she
hasn 't done anything bad. She's a2t a high risk and she just
needs someons, she‘= on a real fine line 4f you will, to just
kesp her an the line without stepping over 1f. She's doing
really well.

Do vouw feel vou're doing really well?

It's frustrating at times, reall frustrating. I've just
gutten started in it so we don't have & trust relationship.
We‘re trying to aet to know sachother right now, =eeing what
each other is all abouk.

Harbor House., vow szid i3t was for bettered womens What else?
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is that all they do?
Basically anyone in a domestic violence situation. We have

taken in girls that have had very bad foster family

experience and have nowhere else to go. WMe help women with

their child care. A lot of people have problems because pur
socisty dossn’t tesch parenting skills seo you're left to it

on you'rs own. We have with that counseling and crisis

talls, & 29-hpur crisis line. 6o you don’'t have to come in

if you're in & domestic violence situation, vou can just call
and receive support over the phone, legal advice. and child
care help. Also we provide or refer them to other aopencies
if they need it., It's a good thing.

Do you think theres shouwld be a Harbor House for men?

Yeah, definitely. We have taken in men before. 1t is just
as devistating for @ man to be battered as 1s a woman because
women are Tinally receivina some recoonition and soms support
for it where men, they receive nd support for getting

battered, There i no emotional eupport, legel, anything,

antd they're really left up to their own. Many men feel they

have this macho dominant thing they want te live up to and
it'soreally nonsense but I suppose it would be resally hard
for ‘a man toosay my wife beats me up: 1 could see how it
would be really hard.

¥ou had no prior experiencs going inte social work. Do you
think your classes at Northern helped you out?

So far right now, ro. Well I just got started into my major

taking classes for social work. On® of the classes 1've had
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though, Psycholooy of Sex Roles, has been really helpful to
help me realize that's just what they are, =8y roles. They
arg not innate, they' re learned and tryvang to teach the women
in my Parent Ald that that's what they are @nd you're Aot
rigidaly stuck in them. You can change.

When vou graduzte where de vou plan and what deo You plan to
do?

I‘m nat really sure where I'm gonna go yet. 1 plan to do the
volunteer work that I do now but get patd for it. 1 sould
like bo set wup a domestic vivlence shelter myself and direct
1t. There are just endless things I would like to do. 1
would 1ike to get on 2 rape crisis line and learn more about
that.

Do you bthink the government provades enough money for the
proarams?

Mer vy .

From experlience can vou say that?

Yeah, I really can- Well it's all pelities trving to g2t
mansy from them. Everyone has what they think is the best
place for the money to go. sveryones' prioritites are
difterent.: Whereas I thaink my prioritiss should be evervone
elses but thal s my beliefs that more money should be put
intn lt. There are =g many other areas al=ad like the
hemelesa, AIDE, and everything else, everything needs money.
1 think & lot more money and cooperation should be given,

Do you think maybe we should just educate the public?

Yes, definitely. We should start out with educating the very
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yourng, like in kKindergarten. teaching them on their level of

understanding. Teach them to disregard =ex roles, things are
not masculine or feminine. Just to be a boy vou don't have

to g arcund beating wp other little boys and let little

‘girle do thinogs that little girls aren’'t supposed to do.

Let little boyes play with dells and get some nuriuring in.
That shouly start really young along with teaching them about
geEx. There are =o many people who don't have the basic
wnderstanding of what happens. We definitely need to rado
our school system and what we teachiour childran.

What are vour plans for this summer™

F'm Just acing to weark on campus like 1 do now, still do my
Parent Aid, still wark at the Harbor House and ! wmant to oet
mare. involved with that, do some of my own proorams theres,
and ‘1'm peing to . sell Mary Kay products, and depending on.omy
scheduls: join the Woman s Center rape crisis line.

That's a lot of thipgs, do you feel bhat you give egual
shares to every agroup that you're in?

Well so far T haven't done two at pne time. THi= semester my
schedules didn't allow a lot of time at Marbor House and 1
iust got started with Parent Aid so I don't know how much
timey, bot I'd lika 4o fit i€ &ll in, I really would.

Have vou sesen any direct benefits from your veoluntesr work =o
far?

Yes I have. 1've ssen 2 lot of women come into Harbor House
that have left their husbands and are starting to rely on

themselves. Most of the women that come in are economical 1y



dependent on their husbands and they usually think they
cannnt wark pr support themselves., We‘ve helped a lot of
women gt Jobs, support themeslves, snd have & botter seif
psteem. When they come in they ve hit rock bottom, they
have nothing, everything sbout them is just shattered angd to
realize they don't deserve to bBe beaten is one goed thing.

["ve seen very positive results.

Marguette is not a laroe fpwn but do you a=t a lot of women

coming into vour center?

Yes, a lokt. T think it hits home more. When 1 first started
I looked into the files and just by the addresses there are
people on olur strest from tHe women Ehat have come in and
have been beaten. There's a 1ot of clients that come in more
thap once. They come in several times. 1 think we need
ancother shelter or an extension af it and we shoold provide
mores: Egrvices,

Does- it scare you that they keep coming back? 1 mezan

abviously they are with the =ame persor.

A 1ot of times though they find someone new who tresats them
just- as bad. Scare mey well ¥ kind pf fesl let down. You
try to do the best yvou can to help them make: their own
decisions. It's discouraging. I7d be more scared for them.
What would be veour next step in schooling after you graduate?
1 really don't know. You mean 1ike go on and gt my masters.
I don't know right now. At first T thought I warted to, now
I want to take time off and go back to that later on and

pursue a couple of areas like domestic viclence and child



apuse,. Something I could be 4 1ittle more concentrated in

@and =tudy like that. Right now I'm unsure.

Does any of your persenal or religious beliefs get in the way

of what you have: to do?

Yes. Well at the Harbor House [ just don't get how we male
bash at the place s lot because that's all that comes in is
women: and. we: get & very negative view of men & lot and vou
have to get out of there and come to orips. 1 don't
understand how these men fesl they have the right to do this
and that goes against my moral beliefs. It's frustrating
that way so I suppose it does get in the way and blind you a
lot of times. You do becomsa. aware and more kolerable of
things. I think youw have tp be flexible sbout it. You got

te understand why apd what yeu ean do about it to change 1t.

Do you think for a social worker you have more impect in a

smaller town than if you moved to a bigger town?

I don’t know. That's really hard to say because everyone
knows gverything it makes it harder. The pecple, your
family, youlr friends are really sgainst vou finding sheltser,
These women come from families where marriage is it eo I
think there is less receptiveness in a smaller town whereas
in a bagoer town you have a greater diversity. there are-all
kinds of people in a bigger town. They are a little bit more
sccepting in a bigoer town because you've seen a little bit
more of evervithing. Small towns ars limited in =cope.

S8a you think the family might hurt semeone who needs help

even though they don't meEan ta?



¥Yeah. Well in their minds they feel they're doing the best
thing, they really do. You got married and that's it, you
stick with that man until death do you part and pathing =lse

interferes. A lot of times friends and Tamily will convince

wvau bthat the woman provoked this and 1F vou'd do this &nd

tEhat right and don’t pilss him off none of this would happen.
So they put the bBlame on the vigtim I think in a3 small
community where sveryeone knows gverycne alse., She dicn“t
have dinner ready when he came home, it's not her fault.
What was she suppossad to do?

Do you seese people on thie strest that vyou have: to deal withT
Yes. VYou mean that I've worked with? Yez. That's hard.

How do you deal with, it? Do vou treat them different?

Ma. I'm Just friemndly to them like I would be to anyvone slse
that | knew. You're the same way to them. Thers has been a
couple of Ltimes when 1've ssen womesn ['ve worked with come
iptoiwork and 1"ve seen all those bruises and I want Lo ask
them; How ya doing™ Do veou nesd to talk? Bot you're usually
not (n a place where vou can say that. You went to protsct
their privacy and it'e usually humiliating enough to go out

with truises like that. They 11 deny it anyway so youo just

won 't wany, to alienate them by poictimg At ouk in- a8 publie

place. 1 see & lot of peapgle that 1 work with though.

You don'kt ao out and look for people they have to come to
sou Fight?

Yes, that's the only way it works. You cannot grab a woman

out of her home and say vou're not being treated right let's
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help vou. They we goit e realize it o their own and say 1
can't live like this anymors. Usually they'll be battersd
for years apd y=ars gr something will just snap and they
Fannet take it anymore. They usually hit rock bottom before
they come in and they wsually go back the first time after
they ' ve staved a week or two. They oo right back to their
husband=. Usually it will take them two ot three nore times
before they make a decision on counseling or whatefsr it may
be.

What would be vyour advice to =omebody who want= to gel into

esocial work?

I' think vou 'got to have & high level of tolerance, vou have
ta know you'll be frustrated. You can't have an ideal
unrealistic vi=sw of what happens out there. One of my
girlfriends, she did and she says, "0k that can't really
happen." But Lt dpes. Yoo have to really cars Tor people
and care for what happens to them and you want to try to make
a better life for eomgone. Doan’'t have any high eipectations.
it's eslf-ravarding aend I want to make a differsnce in
sampsns 2lsp's life and help them benifit themsslves but 1
just get peresonal satisfaction out of it. =even 1if 1 come
tome from the House and even 1f I have a real crummy night
Lhak's just ong more nicht T tried ko help. It's a good
feeling. Frustrating but good.

Bo you think there should be certain stendards for schooling
for those pesople who come into social work?

I think we have a pretty gopd system right now. I really
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haven 't started that much into it yvet sa T don't think I
could make a pretty good statement. Althoaugh with the field
placement you have to do T think that will give you some

Byparlence =0 vou're not goeing intos it bBlind after 4 to 5

Years of school, or getting your degree and getting thrown to

the wolves. [ think it's good to get some experience =0 you
know what you're going to do. Not svery part of social ork
is grue=pme like Harbor House gr child abuss, vou can go -into
sdaption. hiah school counseling. there are so many things
v can do with 1d.

fnybody in perticular who made a special impact?

No. Nothing stands out., When I was trying to figure out
where I wanted to go to school and what 1 wes going to do,
just helping people was all 1 could see.

fire vou planning anvthing in the immediate future, like
rallies?

One weekend {April 7=93 there is a march in Washington D.C.
for Pro-Choice but I haven't made up my mind wether 1'm going
to go or not. I'd like to ao.

Is that something vou'd like to get involved in, Pro-Choice?
Yes.

Do you think not having that i1s really discriminatory towards
women?

Yea, definitely. We've got peapie telling kwomen what they
can do with their bodies and what they can't. How would vou
feel if someone told you you can't do that. Borry it's your

body but you can’t dao that.
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I= Harbor Hou=se sponsordng Lthis?

! don't want ta say Harbor House is backing it because not
evervone thers hass the same view, It‘s 2 matter of personal
opinion. 1 don'k want to spealk for everyone slses views. I
can only speak for myself. For ERA they are togather but
Pro-Choice is a matter of opinion.

Have a nice: time at your rally and thank vou for vour $ime.



