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Interview with Olive fox ub her home 2/72 RS =

liss Fox chosa nov to have the intarview rascordad, tut che
notes.Cora Harris's fawlly soved here from Lshpexing after she was
already on the stall ol liorthern, neT  thar stayad on as Jaustor after
she went downstiate, ohe was a good T2agher, anu soe din't thianx thera
was anythin:s she oculd ‘learn an 2chsol that would mexs Her & hRatter ons,
S0 she had to resign. 3he was a4 crliflz Seachar when I Wwes flrss here.

I go¥ my bteaching osrtificate in 1327, taught ln: Ironwoed , 3th wnd oth,

trained teachers a yaar Ia the countvy Normmal sns wadg prinael la st luaslason
E——— e T T B T R i [ U
and taught 4-5-5 ithere,

During the sumner of &8 I pflsaned to base 3 vaisatlon, I'4 Zeen 1il,
Munson called me In and affarrad the Zad grade traialis schcol pesitica.
I told him I wanted to do more graduate vioric before I 4ld eritic teazchling,

and he encouraged me to Start tLhe second surmmer usess lon at Chicaso

the followinz Konday., when I weat to see him to confirn my deolslon to

taks the Job, he talked for a few minuted then Just sat thare--ha sse-ad
to glve hiza@ell ond the person he wis with time to thipk sbeut thinss.
I asked Lim 1T 1 shoulid sign 4 contrsct or anything and has said, "No, we
don't have contracvs.... Makes it easier to get rid of them that wuy,"

I had hope to finish at Chicago, but when an assistansnln at U of [ieh.

npaned it 1831, munaon saw thet L got 1t end 1 Tinished uy li.., there in 32

Our students did all their practice taaching in the trainins school--thers

were meny too many of them. GSometimed we had 15 students a d-y--theea e

each thEL#_Eaah cne would takes the class for 20 minuted to contnue =

e

Project ot unit she'd developed. Iach had to have a lesson plan approved

for every day she taught. e tried to protect our puplls, to maka the

student teachers a haln pot u distract;an. And wa ms*e congerned that

E— ——

the students Eﬂt par&ctiaa¢ 8xperlence--each one had to start a pleture

file she could use when she got out on her own.
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The summer cf 1919 the lagislature annolinced Ltia% bdscause of the

teacher shortage anyonn vhe rumpletenocalsix we xs guourse at 2 3%ats Jorual
would be certified tu teach. All sorts of poeple came here that suzmer,

i wes president-slect of the Student <irls Leagus, .liss =wannn wai 58
advisor, 2ut she'a gone out to Esr cottezae at Liddle Island that weakend
and my two sistera and I stated meeting tralins at 5:30 a.5 . wa 2ad o list
of people with rocms %Yo reat, bubt Shose yer, filled sa=iy ia the day and
each train that & rived had another arown of studants on 13, (e walxsd
the strests with the &irls all taast lomns not day, assins poasle who'd
taken one cb two students 1f they'd be willing to st eaathen rogm —eady
for a couple more. ile amded uUp Just rineing doorbells and asking House-

holders irf thery'd Nelp ua out. 4 good wany took In studeats thab sutmsr

who never expected to! A good man 1 nayer hsave even

tried to come to school. I wes ulad I didn't have to hire 2ny of them,

e —

On Tuezcay ~Taaldent daye called me inte the office, lss Swann was
with him, and ther thanxed me and the SGL for tie effort we'd had

put in to see %that every student had a place to sl=ep,

Relations between the teachers in the Ed. deartemnt 2t the ‘lormal and
the critic teachers were very cordial. We knew whet they were aoins in
their classes and we arranged denonstraticns of teopices and sroleess
they wanted illustrate. Our atudents asShared our soint of view tco, on
the whele. Cnce in a while there'd -be a laxy ona whe 2idn't want to do
the work and tried tc gst away with less than was supectezd of her, but on

&
the whole, they wers an 2arnest and hard woskins buncn. lNot many of the

students wer coming back~-they were mostliy younz. The older ones
had usunally had thelr practice teaching-~they ware ‘akine sourse In th
Normal. %Wher you did a demonstratlon--in develonin:= slsa.room dramatics,

for example, the audlience had a backgrcund in what you were trying to do,
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The facuity of the training school was a t-esp .f frlsnds workinz fto-
sather, he used currlculus iuides that hed hesn davelo-ed By sha ataff--
you apuld sugzest cabnges, but we didh't moite pmany. Jor one SEing,
tie oblectives =2ad subjact matter were peaisted e
hand-=the: sbtave was in no posision 40 buy a whols naw gat of bBuocka wsory
eften. e were 2areful wilith materials., Tig'kn= at the Lacgianlne of ths
yaar how much wa cculd have for the wholes w237, anl we huad to ruke 1% last.

Durinz tle tozession, sStutsat?s watilh 3a's bazsn o ocne Back %0 et
teaching certifleated in hoses of findlnz a fobd. HLany vwho alresdy had Eﬁiﬁ:f:

Joba, In Detreit, rcarticularly, lost taam, ar dida't get zald for tae

*

work they dld...she¥ wers zald in sexlp. oSazlarsias went down at Norshhaera,
40 1532 1 to0k off fex a ysas to get oy 2k, snd Yhan = tame basg, It was
at 10 reduction. In 1535 we had a 14'% cul,
That year junsch want doan to Ypsi. He told me a 1ittie abous whab
sould be facins hinm 4here--taere wers a good many husbapd-wife complnetlons
on the staff. EHs wes expected to wet rld cf & gocd pany peopla, waen
I told him T weuldn't like that kind of & job he adcitte, I kind of like
had a stern face
to filzht." Fe yEzxraxsfesazzan, but there was offtes ¢ twinkle Yeling L%,
when Mlss Bates left, I thought I'd like to try teachiag kindergartec, ?4;3é
]
80 I asked President Fearce for the opportunlity. Se said, "I xaow you can
teach second grade, what guarantes do I have tzat vou csan teach xinds garts
"None at all, Jr. Pearce, Never mird,", I szid 2s I laft, Twc daya later
%g{&uld me the job was mine If T still wented lt., I stayed thers till
1328 when Supertendant Whitman asgad if I'd jcin the public school staff
a8 slepentary superviscr to be sure there was scize uniformity in what was
taught La the different city schools. I supervised@ 35 teacasrs--there wers

75 by the time I retired in B
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resident Kaye wanted the glrls to act 1iks ladiss, He'd come out 11
c¢che hall if vnices werz toc loud anéd he din't like to se2 girls nanging ;//f’
over the Xaye Hall bsleony railings. w«e did L1t anyway, .3 was the ocest

way to kesp in touch with what was ygoling on.

We took gare of out 3tud-nts--~halned $hen get good jobs =nd expected them L/H/
tc do well. I used to visit in their schools durins spriaz vadation to

Sea Eow Lhey narh 2att.orn;

n. Txa S4giny ugerviscr waes Harticularly

A
L

ploased with jortherd gizls. Sha sz2id our students were pere serios and
wall-treined than tha ones ghe co 1d get down stiuta, oa8 came up sariy
in the aprins apnd Sired our a.and B studesnte, Shudents jike to go down-

stuts, 'on the:whela, Ths ‘saleries ware battar, I call remepoer #wisn 1%
was exclting to get 71.000. Ironwood pald that in 1923, GSwinn =ad
Wekefield wers offeringz 1,100 in hone of upgrading thsier schocls. (Ten
/2 us went to Ircnwosd in 1820.)

When I csme to MNorthern in 1926, Presldent lunsca offerred me £,200--
later he ealled m2 in tc say therz waz2 a2 little nmer= poner available and
oy salary would be set at $2,400. [Te could bz wary =2asouresing, Whan
he gaw & class proaraz in the trainins schocl, he w=ote %the teacher and
stadents a letter afterwards saying how much he had enjoved it.

Delln HMeCfailum's domestic soience girls viere & close-knit &roun. She
insisted cn proper bzhavioa--they always had to waexy hats and Sloves
down town and ezch class made its own uniforms.

Doris Alng was my younger sister's Campfire leader--we dld a lot of that
sort of thing, and she always invited me along on thler cutings, even
thouzh I was oldsr thaa most of the girls., She nmede quite a name for
herself as author ef =z series of Spanish textbooks, they&re ;udlizhed
under her married name, it's Spanish.

(In the baakgnund, liiss Fox's sisters were trying to identify members of

a faculty group. One said, “Ha'a that man who used tec pull hls wife arocund

Fat a1 e P R R R I e ‘:i\.ho\ﬂﬂ.“ ”
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