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Longfellow school




This 15 a transcription af an interview betwesn myself and
Esther Dawe which took place on Februarny 4, 1989. Mrs. Dawe
completed her elessntary education at Lonafellow school and wenk on
to became an educator.  She returned to Foster City efter
retirement @nd still resides there. The interview has besn edited
for clarity and organtzation. MLl indented material is directly

guoted from Esthsr Dave.



buring the logoing sra, Foster City, 3 small town of the Upper
Faninsula aof Michigar, sprang up to help fulfill khe need of wood
for the ever growing United States. @ demand for labor was also
needed and many immigrants (mainly Scandinavian) accepted the

invitation to come and settle in the area.

Mast Cpeople of Foster City] wers immigrants. Thelr Lives
consisted af church, sachool, and hame. Maybe I should say
hame, chureh, and school. They centersd everythipg around
(thisd. They were interested in keeping their home relatively
a goed home. They were religious psople who took interest in

shurch activities.

Was this a Breen Touwnshilp school?

Yes, it was. It was an original sst up for Breen Township...

The #irst school butlding was located at the top of 5 ball
overlooking the sawmill area below. [t was a one room school.
I have no estimate of when 1t wae bullt Ao the length of time
It was used. But possibBly built 189S and used until 1910 when
the Longfellow school bullding was completed, having been

built during the yesr 1909, ..

ETe mall the school “"Longfellow'l, we had a special progrsn
and some of us recited poems from Longfellow. We had a lovely

program. We each brought a gime to school, everybody who



could, and the prircipal bought: a ststue of the blust of
Langfellow, which wes displayed in the lebby of the first

Tlpor entrance.

Who started the furst echoolhouse?

=28

The Morgan Lumber & Cedar Company owned Foster City and also
the lndustrlal plant bhat was in Lk, whilch was & saw mill,
When they came here, the Superintendent was really very
gracious about = lot of things. That company gave the land
for the first school house in Foster City and for several
okthers that were bualt an the ares. So. 1t was not necessaryv
topurchasse a3 location. That was a big dividend st the time
beEcause the people who had setlbled here were busy getting

their homes built, and getting settled...

I don 't know who set up the Ffirst school system buk T weuld
say that since my father [Swan J. Peterson) served on the
school board tor 25 years, he was certainly among the very
first people. He! ard other peaple, whn were an the school

board, always involved the Superintendent of the company.

me about the setting of the schoolhouse.

Longfellow school was beautifully built. We mwere comfartable
there, the heating system and everything. There was & furnaces.
1 suppose: 3t was a wood furnace but 1 don 't recall wood plles

around the schoolhbousse. ..

We had five rooms in this school. There were desks, Land



thesel furnishings wers excellient Just like the schaplhouse,

well BlUilE.. We didn't alwavs #it the desks... We didn 't
heve adjustable seats but 1t didn't matter to us. They were
in good condition. There were plenty of textbooks and

chaik boards galore.

id yvou hHave the American flag?
Oh yee, and we said the pledoge of allegiance every morning

happlly. We were very patriotic peaple.

Did yow have any supplies given to you by the state pr federal
gover nmant

No, all ot 1t was purchased from tay money.

Ean vou tell me how much of the taxes were set aside Eo fund the
school?

No, 1 haven't any tdea on that scofe.

Where did the funds come from for runnipg the school and paying the

teachers every year?
They came from taxes. Though the taxes were low at the tame,
there were times when Lhey wefe bullding when they had to bono
and gel barrowed money to bhuwild the school houses, That kwas &
regular consistent custom, but every building was peid for
within a length of time. That wsd astounding to me because
the people were pressed for maney. However , they were
Anterested in education and they were willing to support the

school ,



Where did the money comne from for the textbooks and biterature
based ghildren’'s books?
Everything came out of the tay morey that was paid to the

school ...

The wages at that time were not exorbestent as you may guess.

Give me a rough sstimate.

$. /5—#1 .00 an hour would be considered very good...

Was the school 2 common school, or an sarly modern elementary
school¥
It was an early modern slementary school. We were in session
ten months. We started in early September and we were

finished late in June.

What was the esraliment for the school in fts first ysars?

Thers were +ive teachers.

Were Ehere any male teachers?
The principal was a male... LJohn Wood was the principal of
Longfellow school from its start in 1910 to roughly 1920.
There were no male teachers during Longfel low & First years of
aperation. ‘Beginning in the 1920's, two male teachefre were
hired to teach math and physics in the upper grades.)
I would say that the averags teachsr had at least 2% to 30
pupils, There was more than one grade in each room, of

course. The ganeral pattern for grouping the students into
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rooms, was: (kingernganten), (first, second, third), (fourth,

fifth, sixth), (seventh, sighth), and (ninth, tenth) grades...

We had no kindergsrten when 1 went to school. When I started,
I had te start in lst grade, but after my class, they did have
a kindergarten and it was in session all day. They are
reverting to that philosophy now.,,. Kindergarten began in the
years 1912-13. It became an important program in educating
the young because more workmen had come into the Foster Ciky

arga and enrollment at Longfeliow was increasing...

WeE ware Ln seasloh ten monkths, We stacted in early September

and we were finlshed late in June.

Was attendence compulsive and manditory?

Yes, it was through 8th grade. They had a truant officer who

would look into that and investigate the ressons for absence.

The length of = day was 7 hours?

Mm=timm, S:30 A, M. ta 3:30 P. M.

Tell me roughly wliat was the amount of miles that the average

student had fﬂ:walk o school.

Well 1711 wegin with uws. We had two and & halt miles to walk

to school « .«

Linless the winter weather was bad, we walked and started out

guite arly. You can imagine how esarly we had to get wp sincs
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we had to bundle up and wall two dand a half miles.

How did you get yp? Did you have an alarm clock?

a5 ‘no.

Bestdes the teacher, who set up the classroom curriculum? Was
there some agency that provided regulations and standarde such as
the State?

There were restrictions from the: Btate.

Ihe University of Michigan?
Na, the Department of Education in Lansing.. s
A great deal of the curriculum was set up by the Board of
Education an Lansing and was followed beauvtifully in this
arga. 1 know that because ctherwise we wouldn 't have besn
able to take examinations that we had not previously sssn and
that 's where I will tell you this little incident. The
teachers were so copcernad about those examinations, 1 think
it made them adhers more to the sat wp curriculum than we do

in thi=s day anﬁ.age...

bUne evidence of that was that whan we reachad our Bth grade
final days in school, they sent esaminations ug from

Lansing...

Mow 1711 tell youw about this incident. It happensd that when
I was in the Bth grade, the day our teacher was sipeckting the
examinaticn questions Lo arrive Efrom Lansing) came. She

asked me 1f 1 would stay ‘at the store at noon until the mail

¢



came in so that I pould bring that special envelope. 1 waited
for the mail and did | ever carry that carefully because 1
knew what was 4n 4t. When I got to school, shz put it in 3
locked box. never opened 1t, just put it in that lpcked

box... ‘cause I was standing right there so I was certain of
that, In other words, not even the teachsrs could laok into
that envelops to sse what the guestions were like. We had
guestion= tn all of the sublects: math, history, English,

E’P'Ell-t Ngs =«

Then, the day we took our sxaminations, they reguired two davs
because, vau see, we had to cover all sublscts. Another
person had Lo comg’ I'n Ehe room to supervispe==rnof the regular

teacher but apether person frum one of the other grades...

Mows another little tack anto this story of getting the

ftest] guestions to school; on the day that the teacher
expected the results, again she asked me to stay at the store
until bhe'mail came, and that day the mail was late. I, wWho
had never had a tardy mark in my life, couldn’'t believe that
she would esk me to stay and watt for mail. Her busband was a
clerk at the store so he kept telling me, "Don't worry tf

you 're going to be tardy because they ve asked you to stay and
it 1snt vour fault i¢ you're tardy.! When the reports cams,
1 vient to schoel and it felt so strange to walk alone and mpe
ne children and getting to scheol =nd creeping in there with
ever ybady busy talking and Linvelvedl with their subjects, and

here 1| come tardy. Bul anyway the results were excellesnt for
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me thal day because she did open the grade results and told me
I was then the validictorian of the dth grade class. So I had

a happy day in splte of being seemingly tardy.

Did the school in Foster City have any interaction with Northern

Michigan University (a Normal school then)?
The only cne Liattle connection with Northern...s= it was
called Normal School then at the time...was my father, [Swan
J.- Petersanl Who Was very active in community affairs and
greatly interested in education. A= I: sawdy he did know some
of the Instructors at Nartherns There was ocne man called
Casey C. Wiggins. How 1t happensd that py father knew Him 1
don "t know. When I was gradusted from the Hth grade, we had
regular exercizes and they uwere usually in the evening. For
transportation, my father had to go te Marguette to pick C.
Wiggins up and bring hin down here. C. Wiggins gave the
address and it wWas eicellent. We were thrilled to have
somebody who Wss a professor at a college come ta this area
because that wasn 't uwsual. He stayed hpre avernight at this
house and then my father took hin back the next .day. That's
ane faintly remembersd connection with Northern otherwise

there was no comminicatlion back and forth that I know af.

How were the teachers picked?
By applicaton and interview. | know sbout that too because my
tather said often Ehat they wanted the sbsolute best that they
rould #ind and they advertized in Lhe Ilron Mountain paper for

applications. I think maybe that was my father's connection

g,



wilkh Northern now that | realize it. 1 suppose there was =
bureau there at Northern that could recommend teachers. But

anyway we had, overall, par excellent teachers, absplutely.,.

They had what [ had, a two yesr ceértificate which was called a
"Tife certificate”. They all had to have i1t, they had to be
certified. Some had prior esperisnce, and same had no

experisnce before they tame here.

What were the rules and regulations for the teacher?
Some of [the teachersl were married. The company saw tﬁ g
that they could rent a house. Some of them were single and
Ehey stayed with other people who would take in a teacher,
house them and give them board and roem. (There were no
restrictions on ¢lothing for the children.] In that day and
age 1t was What your parents wanted yau Lo wear. LThe teacher
usually wore a dress or skirt and blouse, but it didn 't mean

they were ankle length, ]

Were the =chool hours set up subject by subject or was it an
integirated curriculum?
Ne, the time limit was there for each subject. [Each =ubject
was independent from another.]l Esch teacher could st up her
own scedule. Usually for the most part, we had our math,
spelling, reading, and English in the merning, and then we'd
have reasding in the afternoon again and the remain ng



Did the teachers at Longfellow school focus on “back to the

ba=icgm

Were

befinitely, very very much. But we had the Little fringe
benefits, too, yvou know. We had science including nature

studies. 1'd say we had 2 little touch of sgonomics because

we always talked about hame, how things were in the home, and

how the {finances were always sst aside for tood, shelter,

clothing, and heat. We detimitely bad civics and government,
classes and an agriculture course. English was definitely
stressed along with math and speiling. We had many spelling

bees.

yau exposed Lo any of the humanities?

11 tell you we were Lucky to have the subjects provided in
the curriculum. We left [home) tefore 7:00 in the morning and
our day was long, ‘til about 3:30 as it usually was, but then
by the time we got home 1% was late so I think Ethe teachersil
were fortunate to get in all the usual subjects. There were
no classes in economics thHat 1 know of, but what we did have
in adjunct to the regular curriculumn were people who were 4-H
leaders. They taught we sewing, and something about cooking
and very similar projects to What they have now. The boys had
a handicraft club. I+ vou could join the a-H Lor the

handicraft clubly you had something ‘Sther than just the

regular cunrdculum,

S0 did the school also prepare students for agricul tural work>

Yes, absolutely. Agriculture was one of the required

Jfa.



subjects, ..

Our curriculum ancluded an art class ohce & week and bhat
teacher had to be versatile because Lf you 're in an area where

you have limited supplies.

Did you have s lot ‘of writing assignmehts, Journal writings..?
Yes, we had much writing te do. 1 would say that was the day
of the Palmer Method. We had penmanship classes three times s

week learning perfect script...

Did yourread & lot of children's literature and vou were able to
chioose Lhe bboks you wanted?
Yes,  EThis ts very important to the language arts program
today.] We had a library as 1 said so we had library books

that we could check out and take home.

Did the children baclk thea have problems with today s communicable

diseases -and Lhose which ke do not hHave anymore?
They certalnly didn't have vaccinations and such. [ wouldn 't
sz2y thet absenteeism was very great at all. One diseass that
wss common then was diptheria. which was 5 throalk Lrflamation.
fhe tortunate thaing about it was that the Morgan Lumber and
Cedar Co. had a doctor In town and that is something we don’t
Rave in this motern day. He wes a yery very good doctor. His
name was Dr, Moll. HMe was & family physician so he would make
house calls morning, noons or night. He kept a lid on

infecticus diseases. @/ guarantine was in effect if anvone in

N
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your home had measles or any other contagious dis=eases. There

Was & big pink printed placard placed on the outside af the

house.. They were more cautious about contagen then, but
oecauss of the vaccines now, 1t presents a protection not

avallable sarlier.

Did the doctor ever visit bthe school?

Wk e

Yes, and In our health classes they would always have him for
ane interview of some kind., Sometimes it was an assembly and
he would talk ta all of us at least once every year. We alsa
fad a visiting nurse or dentist from Iron Mountsin who would

come and check the children,

all the students in 2 particuwlar classcoom matinsbreamed?

L would say that in eveéry classroom there were some who were
unable to keep wp with the average students. Since we all ste
lunches at school; the noon hour 1= nhenutne teachar wWould
usually set aside some time ¢or helping students. | EhHink
some people werer 't recognized as nesding more help. From
Iron Mountain or Escanaba, we had ne connections that would
bring in specialized help, and at the time, learning labs werne
not inderpoareted. Having second, third, and fourth grade in
ane roomy you had to be versatile. [ think it sounds like anp
ald-Tashianed adea but 1 do think there was some merit to us
faving more than one grade in the room. 1f 1 had tlme or

thought, 1 would llsten to What was golng on ir the gther

grade and I would Ebecomel interested. [ learned much more

than what I should have learned in that one grade becauss |
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took: en what 1 heard from the qther studenta,

Did the teacher melnly leécture, or was thers inhteractien wikh
students?
There was interaction. [t certainly was not so set that the
teacher couldn t deviate from the lecture: [f some bople came
up that was interesting, we could corfverse on that topic as it

related to bLhe general lesson.

Did the teachers often sct as a faciditator in the classroom?

fibsolutely.

When a student gave s wrong answer Lo & guegstion, did the teacher
Bay, "vou're wrong'", and give them a negative attitude or was it
conslderad a miscue?
They helped them achieve the answer. They said: “let ‘s look
at this way. Maybe we can figure this out from a different

stand potnt..." It wss a very positive atmosphers,

Did you have troub)le applying what you learnsd Lo the real warld?
Waes much of the information trivial or hypothetical? Did she apply
it to your surroundings?
Mo it wasn 't trivial or hypotheticasl. I think we learned tn
2pply 1t because we had a lot of nature study. 1 applled &
great deal of what [ learned in school to my [immediatel

surroundings and dally 1ife,
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Can you tell ne some of bthe gualities of teachers that made them

effective?

Compassion with & big C. Teachers were interested in someboudy
who acted as 4+ they were hurting or sick or whatever. That
teacher wowld a2iways take that person aside and $ind out what
it was and go about properly to ftind out 1Ff 1t was saomething
in the home., Compassion wilth a big C is one trait that most
ot them svidenced. I don‘t knew really how they contrelled
Lhe children, because at that time there were boys as tall as
the teacher was, some of them who started school late or 1f
they lived far out -and cowldn 't coms when they were too

small:.q

Teachers had to be good disciplinarians, mot strict but very
cood because we felt we wanted to respond to what our teacher
edpected of us. We wanted to please them. While s teacher
was teaching ancother subject or group, we finished owur

asEtgnment. ..

1 don't knpw how the discipline was controlled but we had
quiet rooms, conducive to study. [With the absense of
television and radio, it was & very different lifestyle then.
CHildren o+ the Foster City community were well diciplined and

had work assignments atter school and on weekends.]

Uan you tell @@ anyithing else why the teachers were Bffectivey

I think the teachers were also very kindly acclimated in the

commurtl ty because they knew everybody and they made thelr
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point by goipg to oifferent gatherings. A lot of the homes
ware on the outskirts of Foster Clty and Lthe peaplel were
more timid about going to these things. We did not have
parpnt L-teacher] conferences. but we certainly had report
cards. The report cards for the most psrt while I was going
to school were E for excellent, G +or good and s0 on in the
early grades and from then on we got an average mark like 24,

Fortunately, we had a 9th grade and & {0th grade here that
were actredited at any high school in Michigan. Any of us who
wanted to go on to school did so by et least attending 9th ar
ioth grsde. Strangely enough, many of the children bhought
they were all finished when Lhey complsted the Bth grade. In
my 9Lh grade classes and LOth grads classes, | would say the
average was 10 to 15 pupils. [These classes were also held in

the lLongfeilow school in the basement due to lack of space.]

So 10th grade was the highest level for the school?

That was thHe Highest level.

Then where would students go 4Ff they wanted a higher education?

That was up to the family. Parents would have to take over
the responsibilaity of their children's hagher level of

BOUCATIOMN.
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After leaving Longfellow schopl, did most of the students Qo wori
far the Morgan Lumber and Cedar Go. ar farming?
Fim-himmy that "= why this was not a poor communtty. Evsirybhody
had work who wanted wark. Sope did work tar Margan Company or
in the timber industry. However, some left to work in other

citles and varkious vocations,

Do you think the pasitive moral universe that esmisted in Foster
City came with the type of community eilsting Ln Foster Clty?

It came along with bthe type of people who were here.

AL its beginning, educatlion and schocl sped up the process of
fAmericanization in Foster City. Longfellow school provided a
pasitive stmosphere for the children of the Foster City commuhity
to eicell, while mesintaining their parents’ traditione. Al though
na langer in existence, Longfellow school remains in the hearts of
mEny s a place where students could share, learn, and grow

together,
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the +ollowing chart 18 the total salaries and expenses for

Longfellow school for the years 1910-240,

anounts recorded in the Town Board Minutes.

included for visual comparison.

The totals reflect only

A bar graph i1s also

EXPENDITURES FUR LONSFELLOW SCHUOL 191020

SALARLES ' EXPENSES
- . ; |

1910 2,045, 00 I 1910 Sy 774,00
1911 £ 2,882.00 ; 1911 4,414.00
1912 F 2.884.00 : 1912 75318.00
1943 % Z.871.00 : 1513 7 473,00
1914 $  3,214.00 1 1914 & 239,00
1915 §F 4,257.00 ; 1915 8,174.00
1916 ® 5,326.00 ; 1914 Ty SaE. 00
1917 £ 5,172.00 i 1917 11.034.00
1918 & 235,00 ; 1918 £1,211.00
1515 & AZLL00 1 1919 11,178, 00
LG20 £ 7341200 : 1720 10, 7952, 00
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Longfellow School in 1916



