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A Tribute to Dr. Susan
Goodrich
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F a c u l t y u p d a t e :
S h e r m a n

Jon Sherman is a new professor of German at NMU.
He received his Bachelors
degree in History and German from the University of
Vermont, his Masters in
German from the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst, and his Ph.D. in
German from the University of Illinois. Professor
Sherman also studied
abroad in Germany and
lived in Vienna, Austria for
two years. He has always
enjoyed studying languages
and just happened to take
German in high school.
Professor Sherman’s research is in medieval German literature and he is
particularly interested in
the depiction of foreign
cultures, especially the Ara-
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bic world, in Middle High
German narratives. His
dissertation focused on the
figure of the magician and
explored the boundary
between magic, science

and religion in medieval
culture. This included
King Arthur’s well-known
magician Merlin, but not
David Blaine or Copperfield.
Jon has only started to
explore Marquette but he's

J o n

already seen similarities to
his home town of Manchester, Vermont. "Being here
is sort of like being home."
Marquette and Manchester
both have the charming
ability to go from beautiful
and sunny to cold and rainy
in a matter of seconds. For
that reason, his transition
from Vermont to Marquette
should be easy.
Fortunately, Jon was able
to see Marquette in the
Spring and Summer. As we
all know, opinions of our
fair city can change when
the snow begins to fall.
Outside of Academia, Jon
likes to read medieval and
Arthurian literature—
taking a break now and
then to read some
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F a c u l t y U p d a t e :
F o s t e r

Dr. Tara Foster, NMU’s
newest French professor,
comes to Marquette from
Texas where she attended
Rice University and earned
her BA in English and
French. She went on to Rutgers University to take both
her MA and PhD in French.
Her doctoral dissertation was

on the lives of the saints, and
her area of academic interest
is medieval literature of the
eleventh to thirteenth centuries. She is also interested in
Arthurian literature and in
the interplay between secular
narratives and the lives of
the saints, such as the way
the authors of the saints’
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lives draw on the meter and vocabulary of courtly
works as they composed their texts.
Dr. Foster won’t be surprised by the severity of a
typical Marquette winter. Her first visit to NMU
was on a day that classes were cancelled due to a
huge blizzard. She had never heard of Marquette
before she interviewed at NMU. After that day, she
noticed it every time she watched the Weather
Channel: it was always partially obscured by bands
of lake-effect snow. Appropriately enough, Dr. Foster plans on learning how to snowshoe this winter,
but after breaking her leg skiing in the French Alps,
she has no plans to hit the local ski hill.
Her other interests include reading, playing tennis
and traveling. She has been to most of Western
Europe, the Bahamas, Hawaii and Canada. Of all
these places, her favorite city is Paris, France, because she has so many familiar haunts there. Morocco, Africa, is at the top of her list of places to
see, and she’d also like to spend more time in Montreal.
This semester, Dr. Foster is teaching FR102, FR305
Conversational French and FR 310 French Culture
(in English).
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W e b s i t e !

The Department of
Modern Languages
and Literatures has a
new and improved
website featuring
departmental, university and international
news, events and information. There is
also a monthly “Meet
the Faculty” section
to highlight the current research and interests of a professor
at a time.
D o u b l e

t h e
P l a n e t
C h a t

Two Planet Chat sessions were held last semester on October 14th and November 12th. The October 14th session
included presentations on France and Belgium by Chris
Clark, Jayce Bowman, Allison Carlton and Emily Erickson, South America by Michael Kantola and China by
Chris Wellens. The November 12th session featured presentations on Vietnam and Cambodia by Karl Mercer, Berlin, Germany by Joelle Johns and Erin Gustafson and
Venezuela by Neal Glatt. The next Planet Chat is coming
up this April.

U p d a t e :
( c o n t . )
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S h e r m a n

room reading. Of course, Jon loves to
travel. He has visited much of the east
coast of the U.S. and to most of
Europe—except for the very small European countries and Portugal. His favorite
places are Stockholm in the summer and
Vienna in the spring. This semester, Jon
is teaching German 102 and LG 317,
World Studies: Germany. He will take a
group of students to Vienna this summer.

some less arduous "entertaining"
fiction. He has been skiing since the
age of three, both cross country and
downhill. While living in Austria,
he took advantage of its amazing
slopes. He also likes camping and
hiking but hasn't had a lot of time to
do either over the last few years
while in graduate school. Most of
his time was spent sitting in his
Lakeside in Vienna in Spring
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THE WORLD FROM THE WEB
Travel Blogging for Fun, Communication, Information and Inspiration
What is Travel Blogging?

TravelBlog.org

Travel Blogging is an easy way to
maintain a day to day journal of your
travels via the internet. Free travel
blogging websites allow you to write
about your travels, post pictures, videos and sound clips, and automatically notify your friends and family of
updates to your blog. Reading others’
travel blogs is a good way to help you
decide where you’d like to visit next
and learn from others’ experiences!

This site is not as interactive as
other blogs, but it has less advertisements and a more aestheticallypleasing, user-friendly design and
layout. .

TravelPod.com
TravelPod claims to be the original travel
blogging website, founded in 1997. A
unique feature of this site is the ability to
plot your course on a map!

PODCASTS
Russian
A Spoonful of Russian

Portuguese
Portuguese Blog

A Spoonful of Russian is a podcast for those who want
to explore the basics of the Russian language. You will
get a taste of conversational Russian from a native Russian speaker. This podcasts combines audio and video
lessons.

Transparent Language's Portuguese Blog podcast, featuring great articles on topics such as the
Portuguese language, slang, grammar, vocabulary, Brazilian culture, music, art and film and
much more!

Russian Literature

Portuguese Gastronomy

This podcast for those who would like to improve their
Russian listening comprehension and expand their
vocabulary through listening to excerpts from Tolstoy,
Dostoevsky, Gogol, Chekhov, and other famous Russian
writers.
The Russian Sound System
The Pronunciation Guide is intended to serve as an
exercise manual for English-speaking students and
teachers who require supplementary material on he
Russian alphabet and the pronunciation of Russian
sounds. The Guide is designed to be used simultaneously with any textbook of first years Russian.
Made in Russia TV
MADEINRUSSIA.TV is the first Russian Internet TV
channel made available in full 1080 High
Definition resolution. It is one of the first projects in all
of Russian media, both online and offline, that
offers original programming to its viewers and subscribers in full HD.

How to cook traditional Portuguese meals.
Brazilianisms Podcast
An American living in Brazil discusses life there.
Mastigue.com
This is a podcast in Portuguese hosted at mastigue.com. Its name comes from the Brazilian
expression for thinking about things, i.e.
"chewing" things. The blog and associated podcast examine different items in contemporary
culture and draw out themes for discussion and
action.
Latin
Dickinson College Latin Poetry Podcast
Christopher Francese, Professor of
Classical Studies at Dickinson College,
reads short poems in Latin.

CHECK US OUT ONLINE!
WWW.NMU.EDU/LANGUAGES

D E P A R T M E N T
O F
M O D E R N
L A N G U A G E S
A N D
L I T E R A T U R E S

Knowledge of languages other than English and sensitiv-

Modern Languages and Literatures
Northern Michigan University
1401 Presque Isle Ave.
Marquette, MI 49855

ity to other cultures is becoming more important as we
begin the twenty-first century. Efficient transportation
and instantaneous communications make contact with
people from around the globe more and more frequent
and vital. Technological advances offer exciting new
opportunities. Northern Michigan University’s Department of Modern Languages and Literatures seeks to
open doors to students in their wide-ranging pursuits

Phone: 906-227-2940
Fax: 906-227-2533

N o r t h e r n
There’s no doubt about it. Learning a
new language is challenging. It’s like
starting to read, speak and write all
over again-in some cases, with entirely
different alphabets. Whether you are
first-year student of Chinese or a thirdyear French student, students may
need some extra resources to help
them along. We have the audio CDs
needed to complete their lessons. We
have a nice collection of books, international news and entertainment programming and movies too. Most importantly, we have friendly and apt
tutors that are more than willing to
give students help that the other resources are unable to provide. The
Language Lab is happy to help lan-

through the study of languages and cultures.

M i c h i g a n u n i v e r s i t y ’ s
l a n g u a g e l a b
guage professors as well. Students
may even need a nice quiet place to
study or to try out their conversational
skills with one of the tutors.
The Language Lab is located in Jamrich Hall, room 203.
Hours of operation:
Monday—10pm-7pm
Tuesday—10am to 5pm
Wednesday—10pm to 7pm
Thursday 10am-5pm
Friday—Closed
Saturday—Closed
Sunday—3pm-7pm

Student s studying in the Language Lab

