Northern Accents
In Memoriam: Dr. Susan Martin Goodrich

Susan Goodrich’s high school Spanish
teacher, Mrs. Lourdes Alvarez, said it well
when she said of Susan, “they don’t make
them like her anymore.” Mrs. Alvarez immediately recognized something special in
Susan, something that many more people
would recognize in her in the years that followed. Susan’s friends, colleagues, and
family assign to her attributes such as
highly-intelligent, compassionate, goofy,
motivated, fearless and tenacious. Even
those who did not know her recognized
something special about her—her personality and presence were so powerful that
she could make an impression on you with
a single sentence, a single word or even just
a smile. Susan’s qualities live on in our
memories of her and the contributions she
made to her family, friends, students, university, and community.
One of Susan’s most important priorities
was to motivate students to study abroad.
She took students aside, informing them
about programs most ideally suited to
their individual desires and needs—academic, experiential, and financial—that she
had tracked down on their behalf. She encouraged more experienced students to
enroll directly into international universities rather than going through a sponsored
program. By so doing, she enabled students to benefit from the most genuine experience at the most affordable cost.
Susan pushed students to take advantage of
opportunities and to create opportunities
for themselves by working hard towards a
goal, then fulfilling it. She fostered confidence in her students by teaching them to
make connections across subjects rather

another the AAUW (American Association of
University Women) scholarship.
Being directly involved in her students’ dayto-day activities did not get in the way of her
duties as a professor. Susan served on several
committees and fought hard to see efforts
through that she thought would benefit the
students, department, and university community. She fearlessly defended what she
thought was right and never let anything get
in the way of her goals—even if it meant ruffling a few feathers. She was absolutely dedicated to the causes she believed in and never
failed to defend someone whose rights were
being threatened.
than focusing on one subject alone.
Susan prepared her students to do things
that they didn’t think they’d ever be prepared to do such as presenting research at
conferences For example, her students
presented at the recent UNITED conference at NMU. Susan co-presented with
another student at the AATSP (American
Association of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese) conference in San Jose,
Costa Rica. She assisted students with
their applications for grants, fellowships
and other awards, as well. Her impact on
students extended beyond her classroom.
She regularly assisted her students with
scholarship and graduate school application essays and served as their home base
for advice and encouragement. Sometimes, she’d even invite students to her
home for dinner. Two of the students she
inspired won the prestigious Gilman
Scholarship, one a Spooner Grant, and

Susan was not afraid to step up to a challenge. For example, she was the chairperson
of the Modern Languages and Literatures Department’s evaluation process for four consecutive years. She opened up the process,
not only by providing her own extensive
feedback on faculty’s self evaluations to enable them to revise, but by eliciting feedback
from others over the course of several meetings in which everyone was included. At the
end of the period during which faculty could
revise, Susan singlehandedly drafted all of
the evaluative letters without ever complaining.
The Department of Modern Languages & Literatures has established a study abroad
award, the Susan Martin Goodrich Award, in
her honor. The first recipient, Jessica Parker,
was just announced at the Department’s Language Recognition Ceremony on April 24,
2009.

Friends, Family, and Fun Abroad
Stories about Susan provided by her two close friends,
Professor Amy Orf and Professor Carol Strauss

Snowshoes, Streisand and Iron Chef
The Goodrich’s would often visit Amy and her husband, Joe,
in Ishpeming for dinner parties, the two families’ favorite social activity. Their friends Nick and Shawna often joined them. On one occasion, they surprised Amy and Joe by arriving in a limousine formerly
owned by Barbara Streisand. Another time, they all went for a ride in
the same limo after a dinner party at Nick’s. The two families also enjoyed snowshoeing together, especially during December, to search
for a Christmas tree. They did this several times on Susan’s birthday.
They also enjoyed traveling together. Susan and Amy escorted NMU
Spanish Club students to the International Film Festival in Chicago in
2002 and attended Oral Proficiency Interview training in Philadelphia
in 2003. The highlight of the trip to Philadelphia was sushi dinner at
Iron Chef Masaharu Morimoto’s restaurant. The two families also
traveled together to Cuba, Spain, and Costa Rica.

Studying Abroad in Granada, Spain
In 2005, Susan and Amy took group of twenty students to
Granada, Spain. They studied at a language institute and embarked on other excursions around southern Spain. The highlights
of the trip to Granada included a visit to La Alhambra, a flamenco
show, and coffee and pastries from a little Arab bakery. They also
visited the Alcázar and the aqueduct in Segovia and the Prado Museum and the Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid. In addition,
they went to the Costa del Sol, swam in the Mediterranean, and ate
paella at a restaurant on the beach. Amy had broken her leg on
campus before the trip and was still using a cane while in Spain.
Susan didn’t give her much sympathy or “baby” her on the trip,
even as she struggled to navigate up and down cobblestone
streets, sometimes uphill, carrying suitcases. Susan was a known
practitioner of “tough love.” She knew that Amy needed to use the
leg in order to recuperate. Yet, she seemed to know when someone
really needed help. There were only two days left of the trip, so the
group decided to do some souvenir shopping. Amy bought a bottle
of wine, and, as they left the store, Susan asked Amy if she’d like
her to carry her wine for her. Minutes later, Amy fell onto the cobblestone street. Had Amy kept the wine, it would have been smashed
to bits. Susan was always there for Amy when it really mattered.
She jokingly called Amy, “La coja” (the lame one). Ironically, they
came across a restaurant called La coja, while in Madrid.

Building Playgrounds in Havana, Cuba 2003
In May of 2003, Susan and Amy took four NMU students to Havana, Cuba to help the humanitarian organization, It’s Just the Kids, build playgrounds. Due to U.S. travel restrictions, they weren’t sure the trip was going to
happen and didn’t believe it until they got off the plane onto Cuban soil. Amy remembers the weather was opposite
of Marquette—90 degrees with 90% humidity. When they left Marquette, there was still ice on Lake Superior. They
began work soon after arriving and found that they had very few tools to help them. Rather than shovels, they had to
use plastic water bottles they’d cut in half to dig post holes. They didn’t have an automated cement mixer, only a
hand crank one. The work was very difficult and had to be done in very unaccommodating weather. Even so, the
group felt working side by side with the Cubans to build playground equipment for children was one of the best experiences of their lives. The Cubans held a celebration for the volunteers with music and dance on the day that the
playground in Regla, one of the poorest neighborhoods in Havana, was opened. Highlights of the trip included visits
to the Museo de la Revolución (the former palace of Batista), the Plaza de la Revolución (where Fidel Castro made
countless speeches), and the Hotel Ambos Mundos (frequented by Hemingway). In addition, they ate at La Guarida,
famous from the movie Fresa y chocolate (“Strawberry and Chocolate”), and attended an open-air concert by the
group Los Van Van at the Plaza de la Piragua on the Malecón, which was recorded live. According to the CD insert,
220,000 people attended the event.
Check out the media coverage on this trip here.

Classmates in German 102
Last year, Susan asked Dr. Carol Strauss if she and
her thirteen year old son, Nicky, could sit in on her German
102 class, despite having very little experience with speaking
German. Dr. Strauss was delighted to have them in her class,
and they attended faithfully four days a week. Dr. Strauss
found it heartwarming to see mother and son learning together. They were quick learners, and with the help of Robbie
Goodrich, who is fluent in German, succeeded in learning a
new language together.

Achievements in Research and Scholarship
Compiled by Dr. Carol Strauss

Indefatigable Speaker
Dr. Goodrich’s scholarly production documents her keen intellect with respect to her literary specialty in
Latin American women writers and her pedagogical specialty in applications of technology. Dr. Goodrich’s
stature within her scholarly field is seen in her election as chair of the Luso-Brazilian section of the Midwest
MLA. During her 10 years at NMU she delivered papers in 22 literary and pedagogical sessions at international, national, and regional conferences (in English, Spanish, and Portuguese). Additionally, she organized
and chaired six sessions at these conferences and gave 5 presentations at NMU and in the community in
support of events such as the UNITED conference, Committee W, and Rotary. The example of just her last
year, 2008, is representative of her scholarly and pedagogical commitment:
•

May: “Vigilando el vacio: lo sagrado femenino y el pudor en Elena Garro y Carmen
Boullosa” Congreso Escritoras/Compromiso (Madrid)

•

July:

a) “A Ray of Hope: Initiating and Nurturing a Portuguese Program at a Small
Midwestern University”
b) “City as Text?: Designing Curriculum to Teach Culture Onsite in Faculty-Led
Study Abroad Programs” American Association of Teachers of Spanish &
Portuguese (Costa Rica)

•

Nov:

a) “Smoke and Mirrors: Discourses of Identity in Helena Cunha’s Mulher no
Espelho”
b) “Marilena Felinto’s Mulheres de Tijucapapo” Midwest Modern Language
Association (Minneapolis, MN)

At NMU:
•
March: “Brazilianizing the Portuguese Curriculum: Utilizing Online Resources to Enhance
the Cultural Aspects of Language Learning” CITE Faculty Workshop Series
•

Sept:

“Introduction to the film Borderlands,” concerning the history of impunity in
feminicide on the Mexican border UNITED Conference

Internationally Recognized Expert
Dr. Goodrich’s efforts both to expand her knowledge of Brazilian and Peruvian cultures and to incorporate
that knowledge into the curriculum are evidenced by her many expeditions. She presented at conferences
and studied popular culture in visual, written, theatrical, and oral media. She extended these studies to include native cultures and languages and was awarded a $3,000 study/travel grant to learn the Quechua language in Peru. She returned from these study trips bearing reams of materials to use in her courses on Latin
American Art (Honors), on Brazilian literature, on Peruvian Culture, and in her Portuguese language
courses. In 2000 she was selected by Rotary International as an Exchange Fellow—one of four non-Rotarian members—to represent Upper Michigan and Wisconsin in Brazil. There she spoke at 14 local meetings
in four cities, was interviewed by three newspapers, and participated in a 1.5-hour comparative education
radio program.

Research and Scholarship

(cont’d)

Technology and Publications
Dr. Goodrich’s publications during her tenure at NMU include 1) an extensive review of software designed to allow students to approach literary studies through a CD-Rom-based compilation of interviews,
internet links, and glossed texts, in CALICO (Computer Assisted Language Instruction Consortium) Software Review; 2) reviews of the textbooks Dicho y hecho and Escenarios for John Wiley and ThomasHeinle publishers; 3) a review of Textos en Contexto for the journal Language, Literature and Technology
(LLT); and 4) “Una conversacion con Elena Poniatowska” in Lucero: A Journal of Iberoamerican and
Latin American Studies.
Grants, Technological Innovation, Student Enrichment
Dr. Goodrich avidly sought and won grants to support her teaching, her research, her students, and the
betterment of the MLL Department. As the leader in technology, she administered an $18,000 grant in
her first two years to overhaul the Language Laboratory, an undertaking which involved planning the layout and development of a new site in Jamrich, the acquisition of all hardware, software, multimedia
equipment and furniture, and the hiring and training of lab personnel. She won an additional grant for
LTF (Learning Technology Fee) funds and competitive grants for educational travel to Brazil, to Peru,
and to Spain. She spearheaded the founding of the NMU chapter of Sigma Delta Pi, the National Hispanic Honor Society, working with the Dean to obtain financing, organizing induction ceremonies to
which she invited students’ families, and ensuring media attention for students.
Grants awarded to Dr. Goodrich in 2008
•

TLAC (Teaching & Learning Advisory Council) grant ($500) (2 applications awarded out
of 19) to fund presentation of paper at the annual conference of the American Association
of Teachers of Spanish & Portuguese on pedagogical implications and assessment of
culture curriculum developed for onsite study abroad courses.

•

Instructional Improvement grant ($2900) to fund travel within Spain in scouting
locations/activities for future development of a course (FLSA) on Women Writers of
Spain. Ranked number 1 among all proposals.

•

TLC (Teaching, Learning, and Communication) Faculty Award for Category 1, “Teaching”
(Demonstrating the application of educational technology for improving teaching
effectiveness) ($300 award) in university-wide “Celebration of Scholarship” ceremony:
for work in integrating Internet resources into accelerated Portuguese curriculum.

•

member of FIPSE educational grant committee that proposed and was awarded $220,000
in federal funds across three years for NMU to be the anchor US institution in a
four-college exchange program between the US and Brazil. Dr. Goodrich provided
consultation on language and culture elements and input on the grant proposal and design;
she participated in international conference calls, in meetings with grant consultant Carol
Fimmen (WIU); she designed curriculum to support the FIPSE project; and she counseled
non-specialists about travel/study opportunities in Brazil.

In addition, Dr. Goodrich was one of seven faculty to receive the 2008 “Celebration of Scholarship”
award for her project, “Brazilianizing the Curriculum: Integrating Online Authentic Cultural Resources
into Language Coursework.”

