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The Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company Collections
Northem Michigan University Archives
The iron-ore-mining industry has been the single most formative
influence in many areasof the Upper Peninsulaof Michigan. Most of
the UP's larger towns, for example,emergednear the more successfirl
iron mines or their ports. Becauseiron mining beganwhen the region
was a wildemess,ifon-ore companieswere drawn into the businessof
community building from the very start. They erectedhousesand stores
to attract labor, and they platted towns. Chronic labor shortagesled to
the recruitrnent and setdementof significant immigtant populations in
the region. Becausethe Upper Peninsulaof Michigan had such rich iron
ores and large forested areas,some mining companiesalso sought to
process ores at nearby charcoal-fired blast furnaces. This entailed
securing and managing large timber "estates" to provide long-tetm
supplies of hardwood to fuel these furnaces and to furnish timber
supports for the mines. The need to reduce transportation costs for
moving ore to ports and charcoal or wood to furnacesstimrrlatedthe
construction and set the routes of many of the region's failroads. In
brief, iron-ore mining and smelting shapedthe landscapeof many parrs
of the Upper Peninsula,influencing the location and layout of the
region's to\pns and the transportation routes that served them, while
simultaneouslycreatingor destroyinghjlls and lakes and modi$ring the
overall ecologyof the region.l
The author, Terry s. Reynolds,speot much of the spring semesrerof 2Q03working in
the records described here, thanks itr p"tt to funding provided by Michigpn
Technological university's Faculty Scholarship committee and by a Grace H, Mryneghi
visiting ResearchFellowship Grant from Northern Michigan University's Archivca.
1 There is no modern scholady histodcal overview of iron mining in
Michigan's
Upper Peninsula,but severalpopular or anecdotalworks provide a reasonablceubsdnrtc.
These include Burton H. Boyrm, Tbe saga of Inn Mirittg in Michigar\ uppor peninrala
(tr{arquette, Mich.: John M. Longyear Research Libnry, 1977); Haiilan Hatcher, I
Gnnry of Imn axd Me, Q.ndtanapolis:Bobbs-Merrill, 1950); and ..Forging Amcrica,s
Future: 150 Years of Michigan Iton," special issue, Miehigan Hhnry 77
Q',iovember/December1994).To some extent the best scholarly ovcrview of the early
history of Michigan iron mining is still Henry Raymond Mussey, conbination in thoMiniry
Indu@: A stsb 0f clncefltratiznin l-zke srpeior Imn ore Pmdsction(f.lew york: columbia
university Ptess,1905).Iron smeltingin the Uppet Peninsulais covered by Kenneth D.
Lafayette, Flaning Brandt:Ffu Yearsof Inn Makirg in the (JpperPeninvtlaof Michigan, / 84gMIC'HTGAN
HrsTopJcAr,BE'v.nrr 30:1(Spring2004):133-144
@2004byCenttalMichiganUniversiry.
ISSN0890-1686
All RightsReserved.
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Source:TheCleueland
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The records of most of the companies that operated on Michignn's
three iron ranges have vanished or arc unavailable.Howcvcr, a plcthrlra
of records survives from one firm: the Cleveland-Cliffs lron ()ompany
(CCD, formed in 1891 when the Cleveland Iron Mining (iompany
(organized in 1847) and the Iron Cliffs Company (organized in l tt(r4)
metged. This company's surviving records are especially important firr a
number of reasons.First, they include the records of a number of C(il's
predecessors (i..., Cleveland Iron Mining Company, Iron CIiffs
Company, and others) that were central actors in the opening of ttrc
Lake Superior iron district, which has been the leading supplier of
American iron ore since 1870. Second, the CCI papers come from a
very important fum. Cleveland-Cliffs has been the major ore producer
on Michigan's Marquette Range since the company's creation. Third, the
CCI papers provide information on a company that was actively
engaged in paternalistic policies (deeply involving itself in the life of the
community and its workers in the regions where it operated) and
becoming a corporate model in this rcgard for the entire mining
industry. Fourth, the CCI papers are important because Cleveland-Cliffs
was involved in more than simply iron -i.i.g.
Its extensive
landholdings drew it into such divetse areas as railroads, shipping,
lumbering, resort development, agriculture, and the production of both
woodenwates and chemicals. Finally, the surviving CCI records cover a
broad chronological time frame, from approximately 1850 to 1g10.z
How did these records come to be preserved and publicly
accessible?In 1959 the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company donated Fayette,
an abandoned company furnace town on Lake Michigan that had
produced charcoal iron in the late nineteenth century, to the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources for restoration as a state historical

7898 $vlatquette:Northem Michigan Univetsity Press,1990).For the impact of mirring
'.Negaunee,Michigun:
on the landscapeof the Upper Peninsula,seee.g.,J. R. \,X/hitaker,
An Urban Center Dominated by Iron Mining," Bzlletin of the Geographical,\'oticly ryl
PhiladePhia
29 (Aprn 1,931):137-74;Suly 1931): 215-40;(October 1931):30(r-39;arrtl
Doug Ottke, -4n Exaimnmertal
Historyof the | 9tb CextttryMarquefte
Imn Bazge(Rcst.rr, Va.:
U.S. GeologicalSurven 2000).
2 For a very readableanecdotalhistory of the Cleveland-CliffsIron Company, rce
Hatcher, Iron andMen other acco'nrs includeJ. E. Jopling, "A Brief l-{ist.ry .f'rlrr
Cleveland-CliffsIron Company," MicbiganHistory 5 $anuary-April 1921): l5()66;
Marquette County Historical Society,A Bondof Ifierut (Nfarquette,Mich.: 'l'lrc S'r'icty.
1978);and RichatdJ. Osborne, EdwardJ. Walsh, andJeanneA. Weitman, (,fulntiq I t0
Years:Cleueland-C|ffi,
Inc.: 1847-1997(Cleveland:Custom Publishing(irorrlr, lt)t)J),
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the
park.3 After taking possession of the site, personnel .from
Cleveland-Cliffs
the
that
discovered
Resources
of Narurai
b.p"*.rr,
I.o., Co-p"ny had stoted and left at the site a largevolume of records'
had
its own, thor. of its predecessors,and those of companies it
built
had
whichCompany,
Iron
,.qokej over the y."r, 1..g.,the Jackson
thc
^ni op.r"r.d Fayette, *d tft. Republic Iron Company)' When
State
Fayette
of
custody
D.p"rt-.rrt of Niatural Resourcestransferred
P"rk to the Michigan History Division tn 1'973,the state museum
the
inherited there records.In 1976 it transferredthem to what is now
director
then
Archives of Michigan.That sameyear Burton H' Boyrm,
have
of administrative affairs for CCI in Ishpeming, ananged to
the
additional CCI recordsrelating to its land operationstransferredto
the
state archives. All of these records remained in Lansing until
of
most
transferred
Michign
of
Archives
the
summef of 2002,when
Michigan
Northern
the
to
accessions,
the materials, five different
of
university Archivesin Marquette,one of the six regionaldepositories
the
in
records
the
placed
the state Archives of Michigan.aThis move
and
region whose mining and ielated activities had generated them
ensuredtheir vrideruse.
Theelectroniccata|ogusedtoaccesstheholdingsoftheArchives
and Iibrary of Michiian Qtttp://opac.libofmich.lib.mi.us/seatch/)
provides descriptionsof subunitsv/ithin three of these five accessions:
ifC OS-:Z(76i5 cubicfeet), RG 66-36Q6 cubic feet), and RG 68-1'02
(41.5cubic feet).
Although these are listed as records of the cleveland-cliffs Iron
Company,irost of the recordsin thesethree groups are,ln reality,those
of the Iron cliffs company. This was one of the two firms that merged
are
to form the Clevelana-bfffs Iton Companyin 1891.sAlthough there
Cliffs
(Iron
merger
the
that
grouPs
scatteredrecordsin these
Postdate
3 For a history of the site, see Thomas G. Ftiggens, "Fayette'-7867-7891:
Iron Town"
Economic and Cultural Origins, Development and Decline of a Michigan
(master's thesis, Wayne St^i" Uni.t"rsivy, 1973); and Lafayette, Fhning Brands'30-32'
44-45,71-73.
i MiniogJotnol(lVIarquette,Mich.),June 26,2002. The stateatchivesretainedthose
town' Fayette'
matedals tfrii dir..tty related to *re chatcoal-iron-producing comPany
historical
a
state
(now
Park).
'
, On. of the lea&ng'figures in the Iron Cliffs Company was SamuelTilden, whcr
by one
lost the controversial1876 piesidentialelection to Ruthedord B. Hayes
-electofal
in Hatchcr'
vote. There is a very brief account of the history of the Iron cliffs company
Imn andMett, 169-75.

HittoicalReL'iea
Micbigan

138

Comelll.continued-to'h"ut -?'yuPu
and the ClevelandIron Mining
in
untif l9i4;' most of the m111ials
existenceas seParate;;;;;t
Iron
toutine
merger'M"ty items are
theseaccessio.r,pt"diti titlsgl
and
fin"ancialretords' time books
Uu"ft
Cliffs busin.r, "to'i'l
on
""a
ledgers
operadons' rental
payrolls for mining and blast-furnace
on
journals' manifests'weekly reports
company houses "ttJ-l"ta',
record
and ore-ttanspottrecotds' The
mine and furnace p'oaottiot"
between
considerabletorrtspondence
groups, howevet,'l';;;;;
in the
managernent
and
i" New Yotk
Iron Cliffs co*panf ointi"t'
Uppet Peninsula'
t .^ r-t2cc-.^ffh'n\/
oarticularly valuable
are particulatlY
Company ore
:: mltung
The records ot the Iron Cliffs
Cliffs was one of the major
Lo"
Fi"t,
reasoris'
two
for

;:;ln:ffi;"i:li:3'
#rr:*;:*:f;ru*+"n:6
evidence or tr'"t'g"'"g'^;i"t;;technologies'

and clues about the

ilp; !# l':q11*
.o*p^.'y',,'uao
.t?t;Tl;
"
ore-mlnlng #',T,::l[:'
unlike many Upper Peninsula

of p"ig it"" using local charcoaldeeply involved i" 'ftt^f-'""a"ction
.rr.nari"Iry became the nation's
fired brast furnaces. Michigan
the
industry that flourished in
i'ot"
leading producet of charcoal
"'
profits up
continued to produce large
early ninete.",h t;;;";,
the

quarterof
"tottd
as a fuel' the
of its heavy use of timber

'gtt"o"
throughth. r86o','""ittJ"rionly

i" tht

twentieth century'
Peninsula's
a maior impact on the Upper
charcoal-iro., inao't'y f' ad
relate to
c[ffs company records
il;-I;";forest .rrrrirot'-t"t''
by
and the" p'ptrc ait tttppltmented
charcoal-furtr.. oft'^tions'

-rt.ri"l'?ffi;;l;"nd
scattered

RG Ze-tozfrom the Superior

exact
was formed in the 1890s (the
Charcoallrot' Comf^"y' *f-titft
of
trtt chatcoal iron of a number
date is o.rt tto*t'; fJ"it"rttt
'.*t?:1llr;;1"::'.:-""*
scattered.In
in the three record groups are
noted
Company
Iron
tht Superior C.harcoai
addition to those ;;
some
contain
grouPssqos'the record
above,which a"tt i''# ttt" t""i
nonmining
Zfifft'. and Cleveland-Cliffs'
materials .otttt't"!"ftt"
information' for
i ia 1914' These furnish
lt8
activities b.*ttt'
"opttlqJ::
and
or tlr; firms' land departments
trtt
example,
"Uot,
and about several landholding
associated real-estate activities
such as the Hall
companies .,,""tt'"ily"^Ul*Ut-{ lt-,tt*tland-Cliffs'
Company
65-37) and the OsageMining
*ncl Munson co-pJ"y BG
are
collections
three
these
aiis for
i;;"g
(R(; 66-36). pttiirJ
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available at either the Archives of Michigan in Lansing or rhe
Northern Michigan University Archives in Marquette.
The two largest record groups transferred to the Northern Michigan
University Archives have only bulk descriptions on the Archivcs of
Michigan website: MS 76-90 (119 cubic feet) and MS 8(r-100 (1,025
cubic feet).

MS 76-90 contains the records of the Cleveland-Cliffs lron
Company's land depatment, lumbering department, and other units or
companies associated with those units. In order to ensure sufficient
supplies of timber to fuel their charcoal-iron furnaces and provide
support timber for their mines, Michigan iron-mining companies were
often large landowners. At one point in the eady twentieth century, for
example, Cleveland-Cliffs and its affiliated companies had holdings
approaching one million acres. To m^n^ge these lands and the
associated lumbedng operations, Cleveland-Cliffs created a land
department and, later, a lumbering departrnent. The largest part of this
collection consists of the records of the company's land department
(c.1,896-7926)and lumbering department (c. 1905-1940).
The records cover the company's forest operations in several central
Upper Peninsula counties, especially Alger and Marquette, but with
some records relating to Delta andBanga Counties as well. Many of the
volumes in this accession are routine business records, such as journals,
ledgers, receipt books, records of land sales and leases, banking fi.les,
insutance records, inventories, payrolls, contracts, and bills. The joumals
and ledgers cover a wide variety of companies controlled by CCI in the
very late nineteenth and eady t'wentieth centuries. Some of these were
companies that had been organized to mine iron but on whose lands
little or no commercially valuable ore had been discovered. CCI

6 The Archives of Michigan has two broad classifications of records: RG and MS.
RG is the abbreviation for Recotd Gtoup, and it is used for official state records
(those produced by state agencies, governors'correspondence, and so forth). MS is
the abbreviation for Manuscript Collection, and it is used for various collections
donated to the archives by nongovernmental entities and by people who did not act in
any official state capacity. The designations for the Cleveland-Cliffs collections are
confusing. Because some of the CCI papers first became the property of the
Department of Natural Resources and were initially kept with materials about the
Fayette State Park (only later being passed on to the Archives of Michigan), they havc
an RG prefix. Other materials were apparendy passed dfuecdy to the Archives of
Michigan without first being the property of a state agency, and these tecotds have an
MS orefix.
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a
purchased these companies largely to, acquire their landholdings as
these
acquisition,
imber feserve. For a short period after their
companies were allowed to operate on PaPer as separate entities'
Examples include the American Iron Mining company, the Bunker HilI
Mi"iG CompanR and the Excelsior Iron Company. MS 76-90 also
records for Iandholding companies acquired by CCI
,i-il"t
.orrt"ii,
Lumbet Company and the Munising Company) or
and
(Bay Mills Land
its lands (Superior Realty Company)' Most of
market
.r."t.d by CCI to
these records date from 7905-1926.
The extensive fecofds of the lumbering department contained in
MS 76-90 provide insights into how colporate loggtng operations were
carried ooi irr the ea4y twentieth centufy (for example, the transition
f'om nikoads to tructs as a means of transporting logs) and detail
information about the evolution of foresry pfactices, since clevelandcliffs was one of the eadiest companies in the Great Lakes tegion to
experiment vrith selective cutting. The collection also contains numerous
-"p, of regions in vhich CCI held land, including eady town maps of
Munising, and Negaunee.
Ishpeming,
^
CCI engaged in a vaitety of othet enterprises in the Upper
peninsula ra"tia to its landholdings and blast-futnace operations. MS
76-90 has materials relating to these, including the company's
experimental farms (designed to lure buyers for its cutovef lands), a
grlerrhoos., a tree nursery, a fish hatchery, a resort on Grand Island,
iawmills, a plant to manufacturc .oihoad ties, and a limestone quafry.
In addition the collection contains miscellaneous records from
various companies and organtzations affrlrated with ccl's lumber
operations, soch as the Cliffs-Dow Chemical Company (a wooddistillation operation run by CCI from 7902 to 1935, when Dow
chemical company secured a controlling interest in the firm), the
Northern Venier Institute, the Pisqua Munising lrood Products
company (manufacnrrer of veneer and woodenwafe such as salad
bowls, wooden spoons, and clothespins), and the Upper Peninsula
Land Company.
Finally, this collection has some mateial that illustrates the
relationstrip between a large landholding company and local units of
g.rrrarrr-.nt. Because CCI was concerned about tax rates in the
iownships in which it had large property holdings, it paid relatively
close aitention to township operations. MS 76-90 contains some
materials relating to township govefnments, including feports provided
by an auditor fetained by the company to look into township
bookkeeping Practices.
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A detailed finding aid for this collection is available at
either the
Archives of Michigan or the Northern Michigan university Archive|,

The MS 86-100 accession is armost four times larger than the other
four cleveland-cliffs accessions combined, but it his undergone
the
least
The only breakdown of its contents (2,901 items,
-processing.
235 maps and a number of Hollinger bo*es, each with
inclu$n-g
hundreds of letters numbered together as singie item) is a Microsoft
Access 2.0 database inventory that lists the" contents at item level
only.
The Archives of Michigan and the Norhern Michigan universiry
Archives have both electronic and paper (roughly a ream"thick)
versions
of this inventory.
For many purposes, the item-level inventory provides reasonable
access. For example, the listing for item 304 (Cleveland-cliffs
Iron
M3".g
Co., Spies Mine, Payroll, 1,918-1920, volume,) is quite
sufficient. For other materials, the item-lever inventory conceals
the
depth of the collection. For insrance, item 2,776,s descdption
is
"Cleveland Iron Mining Company, Correspondence, 1.gi4, box
(Tl)." The "box (odd)" is a nineteenth-century letterbox stuffed
full
of hundreds of original letters written in 1.874 and received
by the
company's agent on Michigan,s Marquette Range, many
from
co{porate officials in cleveland. Dating from 1,g49 to tggs, some
of
the other twenty-four letterboxes (theie are twenty-five in
all) from
the cleveland Iron Mining company in the accession have the
letters
arranged chronologically, some have them in reverse chronorogical
order, and some have them aranged alphabetically by author
or
vendor. Each of the boxes contains hundreds of letteis. ltem 2.725
is
a Hollinger box labeled "several companies and Individuals,
correspondence, J,874-7879." That box contains several thoasand
letters, including six years of correspondence from the agent
(|acob
Houghton) of the Michigamme Mining Company (1g74_"1g79)',
two
years' worth from the agent
say Morse) or tit.' clevelani Iron
Mining
Company
(1877-1878), and
smaller amounts
of
correspondence from the McComber Iron Company and Marquetre
Iron Company.
The exteflsive and varied records contained in MS g6-100 can
be
grouped in the following major categories:
1'. RoatineBusinessfucords. This is undoubtedly the largest category.
This portion of the collection includes such items
p'uyloll books,
timebooks, checkrolls, ledgers (general, mine, ore, "r
reng and stock),
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journals and blotter books, tax recotds, and supply records (i"*ai"g
som. irrrre.rtories). The records date from as eay'ryas L849 and as late as
1g60 and come not only from cleveland-cliffs, but also from its
predecessors (Iron Cliffs Company, Michigamme Iron Company,
itepoblic Iron Company) and companies controlled by CCI (St' Clair
Railroad)'
Ishpeming
Steamship Company, Lake Superior &
ledgers
rent
and
books
Genealogical res."r.hers might find the payroll
of oarticular interest.
2. Fonnal Basixus Records.This group includes record and minute
books of various boards of ditectors' meetings and annual financial
balance sheets for CCI and companies controlled by or eventually
absorbed into CCI. The accession also contains occasional deeds, leases,
bondholder agfeements, contracts, and other formal legal documents.
3. Agerts;Annual Rrports.MS 86-100 contains alatge collection of
detailed i.por,r vrritten or assembled by the agents of the ClevelandCliffs Iron Company in the Upper Peninsula and then transmitted to
coryorate headquarters in Cleveland. These repofts cover oPerations in
the company,s Michigan (and several Minnesota) iron mines, furnaces,
and fore-stsand date from c. 1890 to c. 1960. The agents'annual feports
^re :very rich sources of information, containing not only tle detailed
comments and descriptions of local management regarding mine,
furnace, chemical, hnJ, and lumbering operations, but also detailed
quantitative data on the costs of operating mines, furnaces, and logging
and chemical operations' Information is also given about the ethnic
composition of the workforce in each mine and the company's safety
and social-welfare programs (pensions, sick funds, and visiting nurses).
In addition, the aciession contains CCI's reports to outside agencies at
both the state and federal levels. The agents' annual feports contain
some of these, but others are compiled as seParateitems in MS 86-i00.
Among these are rePorts to the state on -ittittg output and basic
financial mattefs (caprtal invested, names of stockholders), as well as
reports to federal agencies like the U.s. Bureau of Mines, the Bureau of
the census (for the census of Manufacturing), and the Interstate
Commerce Commission (on railroad issues).
4. Miring Btnrds. Records dealing with specific mines are found in
the payroll bloks noted above and in the previously mentioned annual
,.p"rrr. In addition, the accession contains items such as drill feports
(one item), reports on specific mines (two items)' analyses of the cost
7 Unlike the situation in ordinary speech, whete one item equals one rePort ot
multiple
document, in archival usage an "item" may be a file ot volume containing
rcports or other documents.
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of mining ore, chemical analyses of ore produced, and a collection of
daily and weekly mining reports.
5. TransportationRecord.s.
In the late 1880s the management of the
Cleveland Iron Mining Company created the first of a number of
subsidiary companies to build, maintain, and operate Great Lakes
steamships designed specifically for transporting the company's ores
from Michigan's Upper Peninsula to ports on the lower Great Lakcs,
MS 86-100 contains considerable mateial on ship operations.
Substantial material is contained in some of the agents' annual repofts
(see above), but in addition the collection includes a number of ship's
and captain's logs as separateitems.
6. Corerpondenre.
Potentially one of the richest segments of MS 86100 is its extensive collection of correspondence, both original letters
collected in letterboxes and letterbooks containing pressed copies of
original letters and, in the typewriter era, carbon copies. The bulk of this
cotrespondence dates from 1850 to 1910 and originated with the
Cleveland Iron Mining Company, one of the major firms operating on
the Marquette Range. But the collection also includes extensive
correspondence over shorter periods from the Michigamme Mining
Company and Cleveland-Cliffs, as well as lesser amounts from other
ftms such as the McComber Mining Company and the Iron Cliffs
Company. Because the collection includes both correspondence from
co{porate headquarters in Cleveland and letters sent from the Upper
Peninsula to Cleveland, it provides considerable information about the
internal workings of Michigan's iron-ore-mining
companies, the
operation of iron mines, and cotporate interaction with local
communities.
7. MiscelkneoasDocsmentl MS 86-100 also contains a variety of other
documents. For example, in the eady twentieth century the ClevelandCliffs Company, in conjunction with other local iron-mining companies,
built and supervised the operation of a major regional hospital in
Ishpeming, in the center of the Marquette iron-mining district. The
collection contains patient invoices from this hospital.
8. Maps ard Plans. The MS 86-100 collection includes neaiy 250
maps and plans. These date from 1882 to 1937 and cover a wide variery
of subjects. Many of the maps deal with individual mines and thcir
surrounding areas, mainly on the Marquette Range, but there are somc
maps of CCI mines in Minnesoa and on the Menominee Range in
Michigan. Some of these are maps of the surface plant, while othcrs deal
with undergound workings or details of shaft houses. A consic{crablc
number detail the timber interests of CCI and other large landholclersin
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the central and \il/estem Upper Peninsula. Still other maps relate to the
development of the watefsheds that CCI tapped in the eady twentieth
century to produce hydtoelectric powef for its mining and other related
operations. Some maps in the collection are of towns of subdivisions
where CCI held extensive lands, such as Negaunee, Ishpeming,
Gladstone, and Munising. A few deal with the routes of railroads in
regions of CCI interest. At this time a seventy-nine-page finding aid,
orgatized chronologically rather than topically, provides some help in
locating items in this portion of the collection.
Iron-ore mining and smelting played a key role in shaping
Michigan,s Upper Peninsula. The five accessions of cleveland-cliffs
Iron Company papers owned by the Archives of Michigan and currendy
housed at the Northern Michigan University Archives in Marquette
provide researchers vrith an extaordinarily rich resource for studying
toth the history of Michigan mining and the history of Michigan's
Upper Peninsula in general.
Terry S. Reynolds
Michigan Technological University

