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An historical overview 

The Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver is a product of tri-lateral relationships 
between Indian Tribes, the United States, and the State of Michigan.  

This winter 2014 academic service learning project was produced by Northern Michigan  
University students enrolled in NAS 486 American Indian Educational Law and Leadership 
course included Jason Ayres, Tammy Heinz, April Lindala, Lorraine Pitawanakwat and  
Levi Tadgerson, under the direction of faculty member Dr. Martin Reinhardt, professor  
of Native American Studies. For more information, visit the NMU Center for Native Amer-
ican Studies website at www.nmu.edu/nativeamericans.  

An historical overview 

Center for Native American Studies 
Northern Michigan University 
1401 Presque Isle Avenue 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 

Inherent Sovereignty 

U.S. Constitution 

Treaty Making Era 

Public Act 174 - MITW 

Comstock Agreement 

Citizenship Act 

Snyder Act 

The Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver (MITW) traces its history back to  
treaties signed between Indian Tribes and the United States federal government.  

Tribes have inherent rights of  sovereignty and 
treaty rights that are protected by the United 
States Constitution under the Supremacy 
Clause, and further embodied within the trust 
relationship and subsequent legislation.  
This brochure shows how the Michigan Indian  
Tuition Waiver is a product of  the tri-lateral  
relationship between tribal governments,  
federal government and the state government. 

Enclosed is a timeline 
of  events that  
demonstrates the  
progression from  
historical treaties  
between tribes and  
the federal  
government to  
subsequent state law. 
 
This brochure is an academic  
service learning project  
produced by students enrolled  
in NAS 486 American Indian  
Educational Law and Leadership  
at Northern Michigan University  
in winter of 2014. Re-printed 2017. 
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There are over 147 treaties and/or treaty supplements between 

the U.S. and tribes with educational provisions. Of the treaties 

signed between the U.S. and the Anishinaabeg Three Fires  

Confederacy, 29 contain educational provisions.  

 

 The 1934 Comstock Agreement transferred the  
responsibility of educating Indians living in Michigan  
to the State Government at no cost to the federal  
government with the state fulfilling federal obligations. 

 Gov. William Milliken commented “… it [MITW] provides  
a segment of our society with an opportunity and recognizes  
that the state might not have fulfilled its obligation in the past  
to our North American Indians.” (Detroit News, June 30, 1976).  
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