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President’s Report to the NMU Board of Trustees 

Dr. Fritz Erickson 

Friday, May 3, 2019 

 

How quickly the winter 2019 semester went by. I would like to highlight a few things happening at 

Northern since my last President’s report. 

 

• Construction management professor Michael Andary ('06 MPA) was selected as NMU’s 

Distinguished Faculty Award recipient. Mike is the first member of the NMU Faculty Association to 

receive the award. NMUFA represents those who teach in the College of Technology and 

Occupational Sciences. Mike previously worked in the construction industry before joining the 

NMU faculty in 2001.  

 

• Congratulations are extended to Excellence in Service recipients: Kathleen Frazier, Controller’s 

Office; Donald Korpi, Dining Services, Michael Lozier, Volleyball Coach; Janice Nolan, 

Pharmacist; Patti Rizzio, NMU Police Department; Paul Schoonveld, Dining Services; and Janelle 

Taylor, Graduate Education and Research.  Our Distinguished Team Awards went the BEAR Center, 

the Educational Access Network Development and Construction Team, and the Northern Lights 

Implementation Team. Our individual Innovation Award went to Brian Zinser of the College of 

Business and the group award to Studio 102.  

 

• Northern ranks No. 4 on a list of the best online colleges in Michigan. SR Education Group released 

its 2019 national rankings on GuidetoOnlineSchools.com. The new lists are the first to use up-to-

date alumni salary data from PayScale. Northern also has one of the best online master's in reading 

and literacy programs and is a Best Virtual Campus for 2019, according to OnlineMasters.com. 

Northern's master of arts in education reading specialist degree is offered completely online through 

NMU Global Campus. It qualifies certified K-12 teachers for the specialized endorsement as a 

reading specialist on the State of Michigan teaching certificate. The program ranks 40th in the top 50 

nationwide ranking.  

 

• Biology graduate student Sierra Gillman is the first Northern recipient of a National Science 

Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, one of the most prestigious awards available to students 

in the STEM disciplines who are pursuing research-based master's and doctoral degrees in the 

United States. The fellowship will support her thesis project, “Human foods in a wild carnivore's 

diet: micro-changes with macro-consequences.” Another biology graduate student John Whitinger 

was recently awarded Best Poster at the Michigan Chapter of the American Fisheries Society-

Wildlife Society meeting. 

 

• Northern student and McNair Scholar Marissa Bekkering is one of 20 students accepted into the 

Keith Sherin Global Leaders Program at The Hague University of Applied Sciences in The Hague, 

Netherlands. Marissa will participate in the program from June 29-July 21. Bekkering is a double 

major in international studies and communications with a minor in technical theater.  

 

• Two sports announcing teams at Northern won awards at the 2019 Michigan Student Broadcast 

Awards. A team took second place for Best Sports Announcing Team and another was honorable 

mention. The productions were created during the sports and special events class taught by Dr. 

http://guidetoonlineschools.com/
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Dwight Brady. Students announce NMU athletic games, serve as directors and camera operators, and 

provide instant replay, graphics and audio for live streaming of Wildcat sports during the fall 

semester. 

 

• Accounting major Keefer Edwards won NMU’s 12th annual New Business Venture Competition for 

his business of Glen Arbor Wines, a private wine label and tasting room. The event involves students 

vying for cash and consulting packages to pursue their business plans. The competition involved two 

activities: a trade fair where finalists showcased their prototypes of materials and gave a presentation 

to the judges, and The Big Pitch, in which they presented their ideas to the judges and an audience 

while onstage at Forest Roberts Theatre. Management major Jacob Patterson won the trade fair 

competition for his U.P. Lure Co., a fishing supply company that makes hand-painted and crafted 

fishing lures. 

 

• NMU's Behavior Education, Assessment and Research (BEAR) Center recently received a $20,000 

grant from the Superior Health Foundation. The funding will help to develop a professional 

association to support educational and development needs of professionals working in areas related 

to Applied Behavior Analysis techniques. ABA is used extensively at the center. The U.P. is 

experiencing a shortage of trained professionals who possess the training or credentials to provide 

ABA services, which was part of the motivation for establishing the BEAR Center at NMU.  

 

• NMU launched a new online ticketing system for athletic, theater, music and community events on 

April 1. The shift to University Tickets software has simplified and enhanced the user experience 

through upgraded technology. It includes electronic ticket delivery; a “handoff” feature for texting a 

ticket to someone else if the purchaser can't attend; views from seating sections in each venue; and 

options to add events to personal calendars and share on social media. The hope is that the new 

system will reduce paper tickets and box office traffic, particularly for high-demand events such as 

hockey playoffs. Season ticket holders are able to renew their seats and get playoff tickets online.  

 

• Two representatives of the da Vinci Center at Virginia Commonwealth University hosted workshops 

on how design thinking and entrepreneurship can help Northern overcome projected enrollment 

challenges. They also met with a number of academic departments seeking to transform programs. 

Executive Director Garret Westlake and Academic Alchemy Director Allison Schumacher were 

intentionally brought to campus at the same time as demographics expert Nathan Grawe. They 

provided a positive, forward-thinking response to the sobering, evidence-based predictions for 

enrollment declines at Midwestern universities over the next decade. The VCU da Vinci Center is a 

unique collegiate model that advances innovation and entrepreneurship through cross-disciplinary 

collaboration. 

 

• NMU and Meijer representatives participated in a dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony in March 

for the new Meijer Student-Athlete Fueling Station in the Superior Dome. The station, which offers 

grab-and-go snacks and drinks to NMU athletes free of charge, is the newest component of a multi-

layered master sponsorship agreement with Meijer. Meijer has contributed gift cards valued at 

$15,000 annually to NMU Athletics to keep the fueling station stocked. The station is open from 

6:30-8:30 a.m. and 2:30-6 p.m. weekdays. It is used regularly and appreciated by NMU student-

athletes. 

 



Addendum #3 

3 
 

• More than 3,500 Upper Peninsula residents have now subscribed to NMU’s Educational Access 

Network. The EAN provides broadband internet service through the university's high-speed LTE 

wireless network to learners of all ages in a growing number of Upper Peninsula locations. The EAN 

is growing at about 200 new subscribers per month. NMU has extended the network to more than 50 

cities and townships, with more under development. The goal is to provide coverage to the entire 

U.P. NMU also works with the region's K-12 school districts and colleges to deliver broadband to 

students and their families. 

 

• It was a fantastic Wildcat Athletics winter season. The women’s basketball team advanced to the 

NCAA Midwest Regional championship game, upsetting the No. 4 team in the country in the first 

round. It was the team’s first NCAA regional appearance since 2010. The men’s team advanced to 

the semifinals of the GLIAC Tournament and just missed receiving a regional at-large bid. The 

hockey team finished second in the WCHA regular season and advanced to the semifinals in the 

conference tournament. NMU Wildcats captured four of the league’s top awards: Player, Offensive 

Player, Goaltender and Defenseman of the Year. Nordic skiing continued its reign as one of the 

nation’s preeminent programs, winning the Central Collegiate Ski Association and NCAA Regional 

titles. At the national meet, four Wildcats garnered six All-America honors. Among the Nordic 

competition, NMU was fourth behind Division I Utah, Colorado and Vermont.  At the NCAA Indoor 

Track and Field Championships, NMU had two All-America finishes and finished 44th out of 92 

squads. Northern’s men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams combined for seven individual 

All-America, 11 individual honorary All-America and five honorary All-America relay 

performances at the NCAA Championships. The women were 14th of 44 teams while the men were 

18th.  The Olympic Training Site’s weightlifting team finished second for both the men and women 

at the National University Championships.  NMU-OTS had nine top-10 finishes. 


