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Since I last reported to the Board in mid-December, here is a sampling of Northern’s many 

activities and accomplishments from this semester. 

 

Students  

 Northern Quiz Bowl team recorded its best-ever finish with a second place at the recent 

sectional competition held in Minneapolis, finishing behind sectional winner the University 

of Minnesota. 

 

o Senior Annika Peterson captured second place in individual scoring among all Division II 

players and Senior Paul Flaminio also finished in the top 10 with 8th place. 

 

o I would like to point out that all three Northern squads competing at the sectional finished 

higher than our rivals up the road (MTU). 

 

o Congratulations to Coach Michael Joy and all of the competitors.  

 

 “Environment” and “global connections” are two of Northern’s core values, both 

demonstrated with a pair of recent study abroad opportunities taken by Northern students.   

 

o 13 students recently returned from an international service learning trip to New Zealand 

where they helped with measuring water quality, working on a community garden, 

conducting tourist surveys, clearing forest trails, and building a lakeside walkway.  

 

 The New Zealand partner in International Studies Abroad (ISA) on Wednesday 

released a video of the Northern student’s experience in its country.  The link is 

included in the board materials 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOjQOoYrk3U&feature=youtu.be).  

 

o 10 other Northern students were in Costa Rica to study that nation’s ecotourism and its 

impact on the local economy. The group spent several days studying at a research outpost 

and did work putting soil in bags to be used for planting tree seedlings and studying the 

area’s jungle.  They also helped with a project that preserved eggs within a nesting area 

of the endangered leatherback sea turtle. 

 

 Related to helping the environment – At the January 30 Wildcats vs. Michigan Tech 

basketball games, the Northern Sustainability Advisory Committee held a “zero-waste 

challenge,” which asked fans to sort their trash into compost, recycling, or waste bins.  About 

40 students volunteered to oversee the recycling stations around the arena. 

 

o A total of 80 pounds of waste was produced during the two games, but only five pounds 

went to the landfill.  I was at that game and I dutifully and proudly participated in sorting 

the waste materials from my concession stand snack.  It was a great demonstration of 

how much waste can be composted and recycled. 

 

 Speaking of food – ASNMU is working with the Dean of Students office and the newly 

formed Food Insecurity Committee to investigate hunger on NMU's campus.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOjQOoYrk3U&feature=youtu.be
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o Food insecurity, as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is the condition when 

people do not have adequate resources to feed themselves, either nutritiously or at all.  

o ASNMU and the Food Insecurity Committee recently sent out a short survey to the 

campus to gather information that will help us better understand the needs on campus so 

we can develop appropriate support, such as potentially starting an on-campus food bank. 

As the survey states, “No Wildcat should have to attend classes or go to bed at night with 

an empty stomach.” 

 

 Also related to health, I want to give a shout out to the NMU Surgical Technology student 

organization, which raised funds to purchase an AED that was recently installed outside the 

departmental lab in West Science. 

 

o The students were motivated to take action after one of their classmates was diagnosed 

with an enlarged heart and they realized there was no AED close by if she or any other 

student in that part of West Science needed help. 

 

o The club raised $2,000, covering the cost of the AED and donating as well to the NMU 

Relay for Life in honor of a Northern instructor recently diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 

o This year, Public Safety has been adding AED devices throughout campus, putting in 

about 20 new devices in Northern facilities so far this year. 

 

 A group of Northern students and the NMU Volunteer Center are coordinating this year’s 

effort in the Gift of Life Campus Challenge.  Northern is among 14 state schools 

participating again in this organ and tissue donor drive competition.  At last check, Northern 

was in second place in the overall donor registration category and in third in the percentage 

of donors compared to overall student population category, a category it won a few years 

ago.  The link to follow the competition is in your board materials 

(www.giftoflifemichigan.org/go/nmu)  

 

 Congratulations to Northern student Kayla Bell who was selected as a Full Circle Fellow as 

part of the Sundance Film Festival’s Native Program. 

 

o Kayla, an English major and Native American Studies minor, was in Park City, Utah, 

during the Festival to attend screenings, participated in film discussions and workshops, 

as well as to network with leaders of the indigenous film community. 

o As a Full Circle Fellow, she will also participate in an internship in New Mexico and 

make a visit to Los Angeles to tour film studies and connect with other in the film 

industry. 

 

 Kayla is not the only Wildcat to recently garner national recognition.  Let me quickly 

mention three others: 

 

o Social Work Professor Patricia Cianciolo was awarded Fellow status by the 

Gerontological Society of America.  GSA fellowship is the highest class of membership 

and acknowledges outstanding and continuing work in the field of gerontology. 

o Alumni educators Becky Simmons of Marquette Senior High School and Yuriy 

Drubinsky of Garden City, Kansas, High School were both selected state winners in the 

prestigious Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Competition.  

 

http://www.giftoflifemichigan.org/go/nmu
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 Their winning ideas collected $25,000 for their schools and they are now competing 

for the national prize of $150,000 for their school and $20,000 for the non-profit of 

their choice.  

 Samsung recognized the use of technology in the development of a sustainable future.  

Yuriy’s project has his students solving water issues in Kansas.  Becky’s project is to 

have her students develop a plan for sustainable solar energy for the school and 

community. 

 

o NMU biology graduate student Matt Symbal of Marquette, who works with the U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service’s sea lamprey control program, was recently featured by the U.S. 

Department of Interior as one the subject in its series titled “15 Amazing Jobs at the 

Interior Department.”  

 

Busy February 

 This is a busy month for outreach activities and winter celebrations. 

 We enjoyed having 27 high school and community college counselors and college advisers 

attend our Counselor Weekend last week.   

 

o We received excellent feedback and we’ve even received some new student applications 

as a result of a counselor’s attendance at the event.  This is always a very successful event 

for us each year. 

o Other student recruitment activities this month include admissions staff and materials at 

the big Feb. 25 ski event at Marquette Mountain and at the Science Olympiad 

competition being held at Northern. 

o Admissions counselors have scheduled 63 “coffee with a counselor” events around the 

region where fall applicants and admits and their parents can get 30-45 minute individual 

sessions with our counselors to go over whatever they need to help with the admissions 

process and college decision-making process. 

o Admissions counselors will also make 25 community college visits, attend 15 college 

fairs, make 53 high school visits and classroom presentations. 

 

 February at Northern also includes the celebration of Black History Month, which 

presentations and activities for that, as well as our annual WinterFest Celebration.  This 

year’s WinterFest theme is “Alice in Wonderland.” 

 

o WinterFest kicks off with Northern students, faculty and staff volunteering with this 

weekend’s U.P. 200 Sled Dog race, the largest sled dog race in the continental United 

States. 

 

 Northern Michigan University and the NMU Alumni Association is sponsoring a 

hospitality tent near the start of the race for a second consecutive year.   

 

 We invite all attendees to join us there for hot chocolate and treats, as well as to 

have a chance to meet some Alaskan huskies. During the “halftime” of the race 

start, visitors are also invited to pose for a photo with the dogs and a dogsled. 

 

 Typically, I end my President’s Report with some Wildcat athletic notes. Right now there are 

so many great things happening with our sports teams that there is no way for me to mention 

them all in the time that I have, but more information and details are available through the 

regular board updates.  But here are a few quick highlights: 
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o This weekend, the Northern Nordic ski teams are the host of a SuperTour event that will 

bring Olympians and elite collegiate skiers to our area. 

 The ‘Cats are coming off the recent winning of the men’s and women’s Central 

Collegiate Ski Association titles. 

 Adam Martin finished 15th in the men’s 30K skiathlon at the Under-23 Junior World 

Championships. 

 This race will serve as the NCAA Central Regional race. 

 

 

o The Wildcat hockey team has gone unbeaten in its last nine games with a 7-0-2 record, 

including five consecutive shutouts. 

 Last weekend, goalie Atte Tolvanen tied an NCAA men’s record for consecutive 

shutouts with his fifth and he’s just minutes away from making history for 

consecutive shutout minutes.  The ‘Cats are on the road against Mankato. 

 

 Senior Brock Maschmeyer is one of 15 candidates for the NCAA College Hockey’s 

Senior CLASS Award, given for notable achievements in the community, classroom, 

character and competition. 

 

o The Wildcat men’s and women’s swimming teams finished third at the GLIAC 

Swimming and Diving Championships. 

 Lajos Budai and Rachel Helm were named the Freshmen of the Year and Lajos the 

men’s Swimmer of the Year. 

 Northern captured 12 individual titles at the conference meet. 

 Men’s team ranked No. 9 nationally and women, No. 12 

 

o The women’s basketball team has clenched a berth in the GLIAC Tournament for a fifth 

consecutive year. 

 

o The NMU Olympic Training Site Greco-Roman wrestlers captured three silver and two 

bronze medals at the prestigious Dave Schultz Memorial Invitational. 

 


