“Go Green or Go Home”
I have several ideas that would help Northern Michigan University with its efforts to go green. Bare with me, I am unaware of any efforts not mentioned in the slide show presentation you sent out with the Big Green Idea email. 
My primary proposal would be a required course that covers energy efficiency efforts and current environmental issues. Just like our HP 200 course all students would be required to take this class in order to attain a degree at Northern Michigan University. In this class students could learn about current energy conservation issues and ideas along with other environmental issues impacting our local area and world. The primary focus would be with local environmental issues and the final project for this course would be to create a project that would help our university and or community further its endeavor to become environmentally friendly. Universities at the top the Green Universities list could be studied and even contacted by students to learn how others of their peer group have pioneered this new effort. Leaders in student organizations already working on this cause such as: the Environmental Science Organization, the Green Group, Earth Keepers, and The Sustainable Agriculture group could come and present at the classes and explain their efforts on campus and in the local community. Maybe extra credit could be given to students who joined any of the above student groups. Hopefully this would inspire new student involvement in these organizations. The bottom line is that the green movement is in full swing. 
“Go Green or Go Home” has become the slogan of many major organizations, institutions and the media alike. So what is the next step? I believe that we need to educate the public as to why these efforts are so important. The best way to do that is through educational institutions from kindergarten up. Here at Northern, we are privileged to be working with students who are in the process of figuring out what their personal ethics and morals are. We have the opportunity to include environmental ethics as one of their considerations.   The environmental classes I mentioned above can give students, at minimum, a basic understanding of the current status of our environment along with basic ideas as to how they can help.  Living on a campus with green facilities will help students realize that living a green lifestyle does not mean packing up and moving to the backcountry of Alaska to live off the land, but simple making environmentally aware decisions throughout life. 
Projects that could be included in the class or stand alone could be:

Tankless water heaters on NMU campus. If NMU were to install tankless water heaters in all dorms, public bathrooms, and food service areas it would greatly assist our conservation efforts. Tankless water heaters cut cost by 25-45% if you are replacing a natural gas tanks and up to 50% if you replace an electric or liquid propane water heater (Power House web site: http://www.alliantenergygeothermal.com/stellent2/groups/public/documents /pub/phtv_se_wh_bu_000545.hcsp.) As I mentioned before this not only would help conserve energy but also costs. 

Another project idea I have is the employment of LED (light emitting diode) light bulbs. In your slide show you mentioned you had recycled 32 tons of florescent lamps but not that you are using LED bulbs. We have all heard of the new technology to cut energy use with these energy conserving light bulbs. There are also compact florescent light bulbs but, they contain mercury which is hard to dispose of properly and can be harmful to the environment and people alike.  LED’s last as much as 133 times longer than an incandescent (old typical light) bulb. An incandescent bulb may last 1,500 hours, a compact florescent 10,000 hours but an LED can last up to 60,000 hours (productdose.com: http://www.productdose.com/article.php?article _id=1142) This would reduce maintenance and even decrease the need for recycling efforts in this particular area. Students or instructors of the class could approach a large hardware store that would be willing to donate these bulbs to the university. A policy could be created so that only LED bulbs be used on campus. As incoming freshman enter the dorms LED light bulbs could be handed out on an as needed bases so that even personal lamps in the dorms would have to have LED bulbs. Resident advisors would be in charge of enforcing this policy to ensure students followed this green initiative. 

Dormitory or University student gardens could be installed in a few areas of campus to allow students of NMU to contribute to a community garden. 

A University bike co-op, in which students could rent bikes with their student ID’s to ensure return. Cost could be covered with an addition to the activities fee, a membership card purchased by interested students at the beginning of every academic year, or fundraising/donations. This would allow students to cut down on fuel use and create a healthier atmosphere not only for the local environment but also for the student body. 

Thank you for your time and efforts in this area. It is so important that people begin to take action to help preserve the environment! Thank you for engaging the students minds in this effort!
Casey Andrews

Email: caandrew@nmu.edu

