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The Big Green Idea Proposal
Biodegradable and Compostable Trash Bags

There are several ways a person or company can help reduce their impacts on the environment. Among these are environmentally friendly cleaning supplies, utilizing soy inks, recycled paper, rechargeable batteries, biodegradable pens, and practicing energy and water conservation with efficient bulbs and water systems. One of the easier and cost conscious ways of going green is replacing common plastic bags used for trash with biodegradable and compostable, environmentally friendly trash bags. Americans waste large amounts of goods, and use plenty of environmentally hazardous or unsafe materials, like plastic and Styrofoam, for its convenience and cost. We can help reduce the amount of plastics by simply changing what we throw our trash into. 
Trash has one of the biggest impacts on our environment. We consistently use items that take many years to or are completely not biodegradable or compostable. Furthermore we throw these items and the rest of our trash into bags that are also not biodegradable or compostable therefore essentially sealing our trash from the proposed plan of breaking down in a landfill. Northern Michigan University alone disposes of a plethora of trash and uses an ample amount of trash bags. In fall of 2007, 9,111 students were enrolled at NMU with 443 instructional faculties. The average American disposes of about 4.6 pounds of trash a day. At NMU, an estimated total of 43,948 pounds of trash is disposed of daily. This means that on an average day, NMU potentially uses 3,381 trash bags (using 13 gallon, tall kitchen bags). Not including the large trash bags the janitors use to collect the trash, and the bags used from shredding papers on campus. 
Plastic can take up to 500 years to biodegrade. Traditional plastics are banned from composting because they resist degradation and cause contamination. Landfills often leak and contaminate the ground and water with toxic liquid and residues from plastics. Burning of it causes airborne pollution which is extremely toxic and causes many health problems such as cancer and asthma. Even making plastics is bad for the environment. It depletes petroleum resources and releases toxic chemicals into the air and water. Plastics disrupt the natural cycle of decomposition, which is a way the environment rids of waste and makes room for new life.

To offset this immense use of volatile plastic, NMU should transition to Biobags. “Biobags are made from corn based materials and they decompose naturally. They store and behave just like normal bags, just better… products contain GMO free starch, biodegradable polymer and other renewable resources. No polyethylene is used in the production process. BioBag products meet ASTM D6400 specifications.” (http://biobagusa.com/).  Biobags are “shelf stable” and will not decompose until introduced to micro-organisms in the soil or other elements of the earth.  NMU can further the use of biodegradable and compostable bags by replacing the original NMU bookstore bags. Biobags makes custom bags that could present the NMU logo and colors. 
A simple thing like replacing what we throw our trash into can help reduce the impact of our daily living. Biodegradable and compostable trash bags will allow our trash to decompose quicker and cleaner by allowing air, micro-organisms, and heat to enter the area when the bag itself starts to decompose.  This is a change that NMU can embrace with pride. It requires only changing the supplier of trash bags, replacing inventory, and the rest is accomplished by janitors, students, faculty, and anyone else that empties their trash. Eco friendly trash bags will make NMU greener in a big way, with little action necessary to sustain it. 
