ETRPC DRAFT Minutes Friday September 5th, 2014
Hugo Eyzaguirre, Chair
 
1. 11:02—approval of the minutes of September 5th (with minor corrections). Dave Donovan/Tom Isaacson. 

2. Reports and Announcements
a. Chair.  None.
b. IT/IS/HelpDesk. .  Chris Wagner had sent previously email filtering rules message to us all.  Issue was actually having too much email with an immediate response requested.  The opinion of the committee is that this is not our issue to take up.
c. Instructional Design and Technology:  Moodle is improving the way quizzes load as you update them.
Dry Erase Board issue in JXJ:  Students using non-dry erase markers and the harsh cleaning chemicals used to clean those markings.  Suggestion to use dry erase board conditioner.  Matt is working with facilities.  
3. Unfinished Business

a. Laptop/Tablet program: (Dave Maki): ETRPC’s concern: We’re moving to a 4 year “rental”: students feel stuck with the computers.  How long will there be these 4 year machines? [students were told 2 years, went to 3, now 4 years].  Dave’s recommendation is to have a 4 year rental (but it is not “in stone”); we’ll be able to get a better machine.  The four year plan is tied to enrollment and inventory.  

--There will be no tablet.  If you want a tablet internally, this could be explored.  

--Q: any discussion from faculty needs vs. student needs and the computers we are dealt?  A: Dept. can kick in more money.  (can there be a return to the kind of service that used to be there for huge number crunching (the old mainframe computer days, or a cluster?)).  Maybe, if done right.
--Who chooses the features for these computers?  Dave, Gavin, and the President make the decisions (not the ETRPC or TLC, although they advise and are listened to).  The Yoga T-Series is being looked at (forget Apple; they don’t care).  TLC program was for general computing—should we open the computer labs up to more students or make another lab?  Worth considering.
--There will be a USB dongle for LTE for Macs next fall.

--LTE will cover same (and more) areas of the UP as WiMax.  

--Wimax: turning off in the fall of 2018.  

--Nobody likes or really uses the touch screen.  The money saved can be used for extra memory.

--When does Dave et al make decisions for the new laptops?  January.  Can ETRPC get a look at what might be pending (preview the models [all Lenovo]) and get in on the decision every year?  Yes.  

b. Scheduling calendars—to be continued.

4. New Business. None.
5. Good of the Order    Hugo is away in two weeks.  Bruce will run a tight ship.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Sarjeant
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