CALL FOR PROPOSALS
TLAC Conference Grant Program

Program Goal: To increase faculty access to conferences and workshops that focus on collegiate teaching.

Rationale: In many disciplines, professional development resources for faculty conference attendance are often prioritized toward discipline specific conferences (e.g. history or biology), rather than toward general educational conferences that may lead to the enhancement of teaching. This grant program is designed to assist interested faculty in attending either general or discipline-specific conferences that emphasize teaching and educational issues.

Provisions:

1. There will be four (4) grants awarded each year. Each grant will be $500 from TLAC. Two (2) grants will be awarded through each of the Calls for Proposals (October, March).
2. Applicants will submit applications by October 1 for the October 31 award date and by March 1 for the March 31 award date.
3. Awarded funds may be allocated to conferences occurring within one year following the award date.
4. Successful applicants for the awards will be selected by the TLAC within two weeks of the submission date; all applicants will be informed of the results by October 31 or March 31.

5. Applicants are eligible for re-application two (2) full years after the receipt of support through this program. 
6. Recipients are expected to provide a brief written report to TLAC on the activities supported by the grant upon completion of the conference.

Criteria for Selection: 

Awards will be made by the TLAC based on:

· Eligibility: All faculty and instructors currently on full time, continuing, active status (term appointments must provide documentation of employment for the year following the award.)

· Demonstrated interest in teaching and pedagogical issues, including scholarship of teaching.
· Consideration will be given to new faculty members seeking ideas for immediate improvement of their teaching.
· Consideration will be given to senior faculty members seeking ideas for updating or remodeling some aspect of their pedagogy.

· Consideration will be given to faculty members who will share conference information with the university community about what constitutes excellent in teaching and learning.
· Additional consideration may be given to individuals interested in presenting the results of educational research.
Application Materials:

· Essay describing your request and why you would like to attend this particular conference at this time. The essay should clearly denote the conference/workshop to be attended including dates and location, the focus of the conference, and a breakdown of anticipated expenses. Also include whether you plan to present and if your presentation has already been accepted by the conference.

· Curriculum vita including your teaching and educational professional development.

· Submit application materials to TLAC@nmu.edu by the appropriate deadline.
