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Re: 
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AISAC

The Academic Senate has charged the Academic Information Services Advisory Committee (AISAC) with making recommendations regarding collections, policies and services of AIS; to support and foster faculty and student research, especially the use of resources in the library, archives, and academic computing.  AISAC acts in a liaison capacity to represent the faculty by making recommendations to the Academic Senate. The Committee is particularly interested in questions, suggestions or concerns regarding the information, resources, instructional and interpretative consulting services provided by AIS to support the teaching, research and outreach missions of the University.

Meeting Schedule
AISAC meets every other Friday for one hour across the academic year, which typically results in six, and sometimes seven, meetings per semester.  
 Fall 2008 Activity
AISAC began the year picking up with the project began last Spring; preparing a survey of the faculty regarding the Library of the Future as it relates to the Road Map to 2015.  Although the word “library” is often used, what we are really interested in is AIS as a whole (Academic Computing, Archives, Instructional Media Services, Instructional Technology, and the Olson Library).  We quickly discovered that any talk of AIS also includes the Learning Resource Center building since AIS is located within it.  In the Fall, members “attended” a webinar on the library of the future.  A highlight if this was an explanation of the University of Rochester study on the habits of students and how they spend their day/use their time.  Parts of this study are being implemented here at NMU by library faculty.
As for our survey, questions for it were winnowed down to 16.  They were made up of multiple choice, short answer, and open ended.  The survey instrument was a program called Qualtrics, which is administered through NMU’s Office of Institutional Research.  The questions asked of the faculty were not only compiled from what the librarians on the committee wanted to know, but from the faculty who use the library and its resources—questions that a librarian might not ask (their opinions and ideas of library use come from a different direction and, in my opinion, are preferred).  We all felt that it was important for people to take this survey as many times as they saw fit.  Several meetings were spent arranging the questions, correcting errors, testing the survey, etc.  
The survey to the faculty was launched at the end of October, and a similar one to the staff was launched the first week of November.  It was decided to poll the staff as well since they also use the library and the services of AIS.  Reminders were sent out at appropriate intervals.  Below is the verbatim text of the final announcement sent to the faculty:
Dear NMU Faculty,

Olson Library and the Learning Resources Center are the focus of both short- and long-range planning.  This planning relates to goals set forth in NMU’s Road Map to 2015, particularly those goals associated with information technologies, the “library of the future,” and enhancing the portfolio of academic programs and research (which surely can include the resources available at and through the library) as well as the long-range vision of the LRC in the Campus Master Plan. 

This is the final request for your ideas and opinions.  AISAC is asking faculty to tell us any and everything you would like the library to have and be:  how you see it supporting your students and your scholarship.  Even if you rarely use the library, your input regarding the use of the LRC will be greatly appreciated.  

This survey consists of 16 questions, and will remain open until March 15th 2009.  As mentioned in previous announcements, you are encouraged to revisit this survey often as you wish. Perhaps something else has come to mind since you first took this.

Here is the survey URL: http://nmu.qualtrics.com/SE?SID=SV_4UyrkUnJ0IdfQuo&SVID=Prod 
Thank you once again from the Academic Information Services Advisory Committee.  

Winter 2009 Activity

As AISAC waited for the survey to complete, we met once in February to hear about and discuss the budget situation.  Although Dean Walch was unable to attend, she provided a summary of “what ifs”.  As it turned out, nothing drastic happened.  No cuts were made.  
The surveys ended March 15th and all told, there were 229 responses to them (see attachments for the raw data as well as summary of the faculty data).  As this final report is sent to the Senate, AISAC is reviewing the data and gleaning out any of those comments that have concerns which can be immediately addressed, as well as making a list of those that should be looked at in the long-term.  Since the results deal directly with AIS, the results have been sent to all faculty and staff in AIS.  
End of Business
AISAC will officially wrap up its 2008-2009 academic activities with its 17 April meeting.  After review of this data, if the Senate wishes AISAC to pursue an issue, we will lay the groundwork for next year at this time.
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