PAGE  
2

 Academic Information Services Advisory Committee (AISAC)
2006-2007 Annual Report to the Academic Senate

Introduction

The Academic Senate has charged the Academic Information Services Advisory Committee (AISAC) with making recommendations regarding collections, policies and services of AIS; to support and foster faculty and student research, especially the use of resources in the library, archives, and academic computing.  AISAC acts in a liaison capacity to represent the faculty by making recommendations to the Academic Senate. The Committee is particularly interested in questions, suggestions or concerns regarding the information, resources, instructional and interpretative consulting services provided by AIS to support the teaching, research and outreach missions of the University.
This report contains a summary of AISAC activities during the 2006-2007 academic year.  AISAC successfully ran a faculty survey concerning WebCT and proposed a resolution on Open Access Scholarly Publishing at Northern Michigan University.
Report of Activities
During its first and second organizational meetings on 22 September and 6 October 2006, respectively, AISAC decided on two goals for the 2006-2007 academic year.  The first goal identified was to complete a continuing business item from 2005-2006— specifically, to draft and run an online survey for instructors concerning WebCT and then to generate a report based on survey results.  This report is being produced for Academic Information Services (AIS) to aid in deciding upon appropriate course management software for Northern Michigan University.  (The current WebCT contract expires 17 July 2008.)  This report is also being produced for the Academic Senate for informational purposes.

AISAC members drafted and refined the survey, after which it was uploaded to an active website.   Committee members then engaged in a dry run of the survey to ensure that it worked and that data was sent to the appropriate repository.  The online WebCT survey was then activated for instructor use from 7 through 21 November 2006.  To inform all instructors of credit-hour courses about this survey, Chair Sandy Burr sent multiple informational e-mail notices and reminders to all members of the following e-mail lists:  #AAUP, #Adjunct, #AP, #Coaches, #Grad, #JCF, and #PDF.  After the survey was taken offline and raw survey data had been compiled, committee members perused the data for common themes and trends in respondents’ perspectives, discussed at length those patterns and their possible implications, and generated a summary of survey results.
AISAC’s second identified goal was to revisit a draft resolution concerning the Open Access Scholarly Publishing initiative, an item that the 2005-2006 committee had pursued and then tabled pending clarification of appropriate venue.  During Fall 2006, committee members revised the resolution, clarifying the multiple ways Open Access could improve faculty access to information that could enhance undergraduate and graduate curricula.  The Senate had its first and second readings of this revised resolution on 23 January and 20 February 2007, respectively.  At the 20 February session, Joanna Mitchell and Kevin McDonough gave the Senate an informational report on Open Access Scholarly Publishing, after which the Senate voted to accept AISAC’s resolution with the following friendly amendment—that “the Departments will continue to be consulted with regard to their specific interests when representative ‘high price’ journals that fall under their expertise will be cancelled” (Memorandum from Pagel to Joyal, 28 Feb. 2007, p. 1).  
Continuing Business


Committee members continue to use and discuss WebCT survey results as they prepare a report for AIS and for the Academic Senate regarding course management software for Northern Michigan University.
AISAC will officially wrap up its 2006-2007 academic activities with its 27 April meeting.  
Conclusion
During the 2006-2007 academic year, AISAC members successfully ran and analyzed the results of a faculty survey concerning WebCT at NMU.  It also successfully proposed a resolution on Open Access Scholarly Publishing to help improve faculty access to information that could enhance undergraduate and graduate curricula.
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