Diverse Holidays  - Fall Semester 2011
August 1  Ramadan This day marks the beginning of a month long fast that all Muslims must keep during the daylight hours.  It commemorates the first revelation of the Qur’an.
August 15  World Youth Day  A youth-oriented Catholic Church event.  While the event itself celebrates the Catholic faith, the invitation to attend extends to all youth, regardless of religious convictions. 
August 22 Krishna Janmashtami  Hindu festival celebrating the birth of Krishna.
August 30  Eid al-Fitr  Ramadan ends.

Sept. 1  Dashalakshani-Parva (Jain-Indian religion that prescribes a path of non-violence towards all living beings).  Of ten day duration, each day is dedicated to a virtue; humility, honesty, purity, forgiveness, truthfulness, self-restraint, asceticism, study, celibacy and detachment.   
Sept. 1  Anata-Chaturdasi (Jain)  A Hindu religious observance is performed on the 14th day (Chaturdash) of the bright fortnight (Shukla paksha) of Bhadrapad month of Hindu calendar.
Sept. 2  Paryushana-Parva (Jain) Annual religious festival. Considered auspicious and sacred, it is observed to deepen the awareness as a physical being in conjunction with spiritual observations.
Sept. 5  Labor Day   First celebrated in New York in 1882 under the sponsorship of the Central Labor Union, following the suggestion of Peter J. McGuire, of the Knights of Labor, that the day be set aside in honor of labor.
Sept. 10  Samvatsari (Jain) Last day of Paryusana, the holiest day of the Jain calendar.  Spent in prayers and contemplation. 
Sept. 19  Ksamavani (Jain) Invites believers to ask for and receive forgiveness.
Sept. 23   Autumnal Equinox   Beginning of autumn.
Sept. 23  Native American Day   To honor and celebrate Native Americans.
Sept. 28  Navaratri (Hindu)   Worship of Shakti (sacred force or empowerment) and dance and festivities.
Sept. 29  Rosh Hashanah    Begins the Jewish New Year.  Opens the Ten Days of Penitence.

Oct. 8   Yom Kippur    (Day of Atonement) The most solemn of the Jewish festivals.  Day when sins are confessed and expiated and man and God are reconciled. It is the holiest day of the Jewish year.   Marks the end of the Ten Days of Penitence.   
Oct. 10   Columbus Day   Federal holiday to commemorate Christopher Columbus’s landing in the New World in 1492.
Oct. 10   Thanksgiving (Canada)  National holiday to give thanks for a successful harvest.
Oct. 13   Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles)  Both a harvest festival and a commemoration of the forty years of wandering after the Jews were freed from Egypt.
Oct. 15   Sweetest Day  Opportunity to remember not only the sick, aged and orphaned, but also friends, relatives and associates whose helpfulness and kindness we have enjoyed.  Celebrated primarily in the Great Lakes region.
Oct. 16  Boss’s Day   A day for employees to thank their boss for being kind and fair throughout the year.
Oct. 20  Shemini Atzeret (Jewish)   (Assembly of the Eighth Day)    A Biblical holiday that follows the Jewish festival of Sukkot.  It marks the end of the year’s weekly readings of the Torah (Five Books of Moses) in the synagogue, and the beginning of the new cycle of reading.  It marks the beginning of the rainy season following the harvest in Israel.
Oct. 22  Make a Difference Day    Volunteers around the world will serve their neighbors through food drives, green space expansions and community building renovations among many other projects.
Oct. 26  Diwali (Hindu, Sikh) Mahavina Nirvana (Jain)  (Festival of Lights)   Five-day festival in Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism, celebrated for different reasons. 
Oct. 31   Halloween   Eve of All Saints” Day, formerly called All Hallows and Hallowmass.  Traditionally associated in some countries with customs such as bonfires, masquerading, and the telling of ghost stories.  These are old Celtic practices marking the beginning of winter. 

Nov. 1    All Saint’s Day   A Roman Catholic and Anglican holiday celebrating all saints, known and unknown.   
Nov. 6   Eid al-Adha (Islamic)  (Feast of Sacrifice)Commemorates Abraham’s willingness to obey God by sacrificing his son.  Lasting 3 days, it concludes the annual Hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca.  Muslims worldwide sacrifice a lamb or other animal and distribute the meat to relatives or the needy.
Nov. 11  Veteran’s Day (Armistice Day) A federal holiday established in 1926 to commemorate the signing in 1918 of the armistice ending World War I.  On June 1, 1954, the name was changed to Veteran’s Day to honor all men and women who have served America in its armed forces.
Nov. 17   Great American Smokeout   Held in the U.S. to encourage Americans to stop tobacco smoking.
Nov. 24   Thanksgiving  Celebrated primarily in the U.S. and Canada.  Traditionally, it has been a time to give thanks to God, friends, and family.
Nov. 25   Black Friday  Always the day following Thanksgiving Day.  Traditionally the beginning of the Christmas shopping season.  It is actually not a holiday but employers give their employees the day off, increasing the number of potential shoppers.  Routinely the busiest shopping day of the year.
Nov. 26   Muharram (Islamic)  The month of Muharram marks the beginning of the Islamic liturgical year.  On the tenth day of the month, many Muslims may observe a day of fasting, known as Ashurah.
Nov. 27  First Sunday of Advent    Advent is the season in which the faithful must prepare themselves for the coming, or advent, of the Savior on Christmas.  The four Sundays before Christmas are marked by special church services.

Dec. 21   Hanukkah (Jewish)  (Festival of Lights)   Eight day festival to celebrate the purification of the Temple of Jerusalem.  In Jewish homes, a lamp or candle is lit on each night of the festival.
Dec. 22   Winter Solstice   Shortest day and the longest night of the year.   First day of winter.
Dec. 25   Christmas    (Feast of the Nativity)   The most widely celebrated holiday of the Christian year.  Observed as the anniversary of the birth of Jesus.  Christmas customs are centuries old.  The mistletoe, for example, comes from the Druids, who, in hanging the mistletoe, hoped for peace and good fortune.  Comparatively recent is the Christmas tree, first set up in Germany in the 17th century.  Colonial Manhattan Islanders  introduced the name Santa Claus, a corruption of the Dutch name St. Nicholas, who lived in Fourth-century Asia Minor.
Dec. 26   Kwanzaa  Secular seven-day holiday was created by Black Studies professor Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1966 in the U.S., to reaffirm African values and serve as a communal celebration among African peoples in the diaspora.  Modeled on first-fruits celebrations, it reflects seven principles, the Nguzo Saba:   unity, self-determination, collective work and responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, and faith.
Dec. 31   New Year’s Eve   Final day of the Gregorian calendar.  In modern societies, it is often celebrated at social gatherings, during which participants dance, eat, consume alcoholic beverages, and watch or light fireworks to mark the incoming year.
