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This course examines representations of the U.S./Mexican borderlands in literature.  We will explore the ways in which writers have imagined the border as a site of desire, death, and cultural identity.  Is the border Aztlán?  The Seven Cities of Cibola?  A place of drugs and depravity?  A deadly desert wasteland?  A cherished homeland?  Is the border a place of dreams or of nightmares?  We will question the myths that have been written over the landscape of the border and consider the cultural work such narratives perform.

