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                Northern offers its 7,600 students an abundance of opportunities to explore their interests
                  in and out of the classroom. From our brand new residence halls to our groundbreaking
                  academic programs, we invite you to start your story at a school that can offer you the
                  world -- whatever you want that world to look like.
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                Northern students are deeply involved in real-world scientific and creative research, professional
                  conferences and educational community service from the start. Present at a national conference,
                  travel abroad, or earn a leadership role in a student organization. What will you do at NMU?
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                Northern's campus is right in the heart of Marquette, MI and stretches all the way to the sandy shores
                  of Lake Superior. Northern has a distinctive sense of place – some refer to it as the upper hand,
                  but we refer to it as "home".
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LANGUAGES/LITERATURES/INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
LEARNING RESOURCES DIVISION
LIBRARY
LIBRARY INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT/ARCHIVES
LIBRARY INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT/LIBRARY
LIBRARY/INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT
LIS / BEAUMIER HERITAGE CENTER
LIS / INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
MAIL SERVICES & WAREHOUSE
MARKETING
MATHEMATICS/COMPUTER SCIENCE
MCNAIR SCHOLARS
MILITARY SCIENCE
MODERN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES
MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION & RESOURCE CENTER
MUSIC
NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES, CENTER FOR
NETWORK INFRASTRUCTURE CENTER
NETWORK OPERATIONS CENTER
NMU CENTER FOR RURAL HEALTH
NMU FOUNDATION
NMU POLICE DEPARTMENT
NMU-U.S. OLYMPIC TRAINING SITE
NORTHERN CENTER & EVENT SERVICES
NORTHERN MICHIGAN RURAL HEALTH
NORTHERN STUDENT EXPERIENCE
NURSING
OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND SPONSORED PROGRAMS
ORIENTATION
PAYROLL
PEOPLE, CULTURE AND WELLBEING
PHILOSOPHY
PHYSICS
PLANT OPERATIONS
POLITICAL SCIENCE
PRACTICAL NURSING PROGRAM
PRESIDENT, OFFICE OF THE
PRINTING SERVICES
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE
PURCHASING
RECORDS
REGISTRAR
REGISTRATION & SCHEDULING
RETIRED
RISK & INSURANCE
RURAL COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CENTER FOR
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                                  Northern Michigan University, located in Marquette, MI, is a dynamic four-year, public, comprehensive university. Explore our website and see all that NMU has to offer.
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  The Program


        

        
          
            The First-Year Experience Program, or FYE, is designed as a shared learning experience for first year students to help successfully manage the transition to college and to help set a solid path towards degree completion. The goals of the program are to help students:


	develop strategies to maximize academic success
	become familiar with campus resources
	cultivate positive relationships with faculty, university staff and other students



All first-time, full-time undergraduate students are required to participate in FYE, with some exceptions, including Global Campus (online only), part-time, transfer, non-degree, certificate, diploma, and the following associate degree students: Automotive Service Technology, Aviation Maintenance Technology, Climate Control Technology, Computer Numerical Control Technologies, Indoor Agriculture, and Industrial Maintenance Technology.


The goals of FYE are met through the delivery of two main components: a blocked schedule approach and successfully completing the modules of the FYE Online Tutorial.  Both components are required as part of the FYE Program.


      
          
        


          

  






      

  
    
              
            The mission of the First Year Experience (FYE) Program is to enhance student satisfaction, persistence, and success.  Through various programs, FYE staff are committed to working collaboratively through the university community to provide students with opportunities to succeed academically, to adjust to college life, and to become familiar with university and community resources.


      
          

  


  


        

  


            
          
            FYE Blocked Schedule or “Blocks”


FYE blocks are pre-built course schedules for the initial semester of enrollment that are related to a student’s academic major.  Approximately 20-25 students are assigned to a single block and enrolled in the same courses.  Major courses and general education courses are included in each block.  The blocks are developed in consultation with academic departments and professional advising staff and are intended to allow students to easily make acquaintances, form study groups, share notes, etc.


FYE staff assign students to blocks after their orientation registration is confirmed and usually before students arrive on campus for orientation.  The blocks and the courses therein are finalized during orientation after meeting with the assigned academic adviser.  Blocks are full-time, complete schedules.




NOTE:  Substituting courses within a block is typically not allowed; to change courses within a block defeats the purpose behind a blocked schedule, namely, a shared learning experience.  That being said, it is still sometimes necessary to substitute courses, with FYE staff and adviser approval, for coursework completed elsewhere, advanced placement credit, etc.


      
      


          

      

             
        
          
  Sample FYE Block

        

      


      
        
          
  The following is a sample block for a criminal justice major and includes a description of why the particular courses were selected for the block.  The sample depicts a typical block of 16 total credit hours.


	
			Course ID

				
			Course Name (Credit Hours)

				
			Comments

			
	
			CJ110

				
			Introduction to Criminal Justice (4)

				
			Required first course in major.

			
	
			EN111

				
			College Composition I (4)

				
			Meets the first portion of the Written English Competency requirement for graduation; meets one of two required courses in Effective Communication component of the General Education Program.

			
	
			PSY100

				
			Introduction to Psychological Science (4)

				
			Recommended by Criminal Justice department; meets one of two required courses in Scientific Inquiry component of General Education Program.

			
	
			AN100

				
			Anthropology (4)

				
			Meets the first portion of the Social Responsibility in Diverse World requirement for graduation; meets the World Cultures course component of the General Education Program

			



          
        

      

    

    


            
          
        
      Frequently Asked Questions

  
      

      


          

      

             
        
          
  Does the First Year Experience (FYE) Program last for a full year?

        

      


      
        
          
  Although the title suggests a “first year,” the FYE program is for first year students and does not mean that it is a year-long experience. Students only participate in FYE in their first semester of full-time enrollment at NMU.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  How am I enrolled in my FYE block?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Once a student’s orientation registration is confirmed, FYE staff assign them to a block of courses based on their intended academic major (or into a general block if undecided on a major).  The blocks and the courses therein are finalized during orientation after meeting with their assigned academic adviser.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  Why do you pre-assign students a course schedule rather than letting them choose their own first semester courses?  

        

      


      
        
          
  There are a number of reasons we make the block assignments for students, including logistical considerations and the success of FYE over time. Here are some other reasons:


	Block schedules are developed by professional advising staff in conjunction with academic departments to ensure that students take the most appropriate courses possible.
	The pre-assignment process helps eliminate the issue of courses in the blocks being closed by the time the student attends orientation.  There is no guarantee, but the FYE staff work hard to determine need and then reserve seats for FYE students in selected courses.
	Many first-year students are unfamiliar with academic degree requirements, pre-requisite coursework, electives, etc.  We remove the guesswork by providing each FYE student with a course schedule that will definitely meet degree and other requirements.
	Our past experience working with new students tells us that many times first-time students at orientation become overwhelmed with the choices available, confused on what to take, and frustrated with not knowing the requirements of their academic program.



          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  What if I have yet to declare a major?

        

      


      
        
          
  Undeclared students will be assigned a “general” block consisting of general education courses. This allows flexibility as general education courses are required with every major.  Undeclared students will also be assigned an academic adviser that works with undeclared students. That adviser will provide advice, opportunities to explore various majors and careers, and opportunities to complete career and other assessments designed to help students find a “good fit.”


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  What if I would like to double-major?

        

      


      
        
          
  Students who wish to double-major will be assigned a block based on their primary major.  Double-majors should make sure that they speak with their assigned adviser at orientation regarding the addition of a second major.  




NOTE: Students sometimes suggest double-major combinations that are somewhat unrealistic or unreasonable. If a double-major combination is so daunting that it will delay a student’s graduation within the timeframe for a typical bachelor’s degree, these students shouldn’t be frustrated if the assigned adviser advises against the combination.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  What happens if I wish to change my major before I attend orientation?

        

      


      
        
          
  Students may contact either the Admissions Office (800.682.9797) or the Academic and Career Advisement Center (906.227.2971) and let the staff know the new major. The FYE staff will ensure assignment to an appropriate block.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  What happens if I wish to change my major during my orientation session?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Students will have an opportunity to confirm or change their major at orientation and the FYE staff will adjust the block accordingly.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  What happens if I wish to change my major after orientation?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Students will have met their assigned academic adviser at orientation and the adviser will provide their contact information for this very purpose. Please feel free to contact the assigned adviser or the Academic and Career Advisement Center, if the adviser is unavailable.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  Do Honors Program students participate in FYE?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Students electing to participate in the Honors Program are still assigned an FYE block based on their intended academic major.  It is possible for honors students to work with their assigned adviser at orientation to add an honors course(s) to their block as long as the honors courses do not conflict with courses required in the major or minor.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  May I add a course to my block?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Students will make that determination while meeting with their assigned academic adviser at orientation.  In most cases, the FYE block is a full schedule and adding a course may not be possible.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  May I substitute a course in my block?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Substituting courses within a block is typically not allowed; to change courses within a block defeats the purpose behind a blocked schedule, namely, a shared learning experience.  That being said, it is still sometimes necessary to substitute courses, with FYE staff and adviser approval, for coursework completed elsewhere, advanced placement credit, etc.


          
        

      

    

    


          

      

             
        
          
  Who do I contact if I have further questions regarding FYE?  

        

      


      
        
          
  Contact the FYE staff in the Academic and Career Advisement Center at 906-227-2971, or by email at acac@nmu.edu. 
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    Northern Michigan University is located on the ancestral homelands of the Anishinaabe
      Three Fires Confederacy. Gichi-namebini Ziibing is the traditional name of Marquette.

  






          

        
      
      

  

    
    







  