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Food Pantry –Northern’s new on-campus food pantry opened in mid-November. This effort was 

spearheaded by ASNMU, the student government, but assisted with a committed work group that 

included faculty and staff.  

 The pantry is housed in Gries Hall and is open twice during the week and for a few hours on 

Saturday.  

 Student volunteers are overseeing the operation.  

 

Giving Tuesday -- Northern’s first-ever Giving Tuesday effort was a huge success. The NMU 

Foundation recorded commitments totaling nearly $1.23 million.  

 Donors gave to a wide variety of NMU programs and departments, including $250,000 for 

faculty support, more than $200,000 for endowed scholarships, a $100,000 gift for theater 

and dance, $50,000 for research support and more.   

 Additionally, the student food drive and Public Safety’s Food4Fines well exceeded the goal 

of collecting 1,000 food items for the recently opened NMU Food Pantry.   

 Thank you to all who participated in Northern’s Giving Tuesday. 

 

Grants– Northern has received a number of significant grants recently, a recognition of the 

important research being done by our faculty, as well as support for programs we are developing. 

These include: 

 Psychology professor Josh Carlson receiving a prestigious $358,000 National Institutes of 

Health grant to study the neuroscience of anxiety disorders and the impacts of a treatment 

called attention bias modification.   

o Several students will also be involved in this research. 

 

 A $450,000 grant over three years from the Department of Justice, Office of Victims of 

Services for the purpose of  

o increasing Native American studies within the social work curriculum 

o developing recruitment and retention strategies of professional with the necessary 

expertise to serve tribal victim service programs in rural areas, 

o and increasing the number of American Indian university graduates, specifically in the 

social work fields.  

 

 A $19,000 award from the Campus Sexual Assault Grant Program, which is spearheaded by 

First Lady Sue Snyder, to develop a sexual assault awareness program called “Empowering 

the Confidant,” which we hope will help the university the opportunity to get the resources to 

survivors by people they trust and chose to confide in. 
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Recognizing Faculty – The annual Celebration of Excellence in Teaching and Scholarship was 

held last Thursday.   

 This year’s recipients of the Excellence in Teaching Award are Antony Aumann, 

Philosophy, and Amy Barnsley, Math and Computer Science.  

 The recipients of the Excellence in Scholarship Award are Josh Carlson, Psychological 

Sciences, and William Tireman, Physics.   

 Martin Achatz, MFA-English, received Northern’s inaugural Excellence in Part-Time 

Faculty Teaching Award.   

 

Recognizing Students – Some student notes: 

 Elizabeth Rogers won third place in the student poster competition at the 14th International 

Phytotechnologies Conference in Montreal, Quebec.   

o She was the only undergraduate to receive a student award at the conference.  

o Her research is on the use of plants to clean up contaminated areas, known as 

phytoremediation.  

o Elizabeth is an environmental science and integrated science elementary education 

double major from Rhinelander, Wis. 

 

 Madeline Wiles, a communication major from Gladstone, was one of 10 individuals selected 

to serve on the 2017-18 American Association of University Women’s National Student 

Advisory Council.  

o As a council member, Madeline had the chance to travel to Washington D.C. in 

November for a leadership retreat at AAUW’s national headquarters.  

 

 At Northern’s “Saluting Military – Past, Present and Future” celebration on Veteran’s Day, I 

had the honor to present an honorary coin to finance major Paul Flint for his continued 

service to veterans.  

o Paul served as a meteorologist while in the U.S. Air Force from 2007-2011.  

o Currently, he is the treasurer for Marquette County’s chapter of Disabled American 

Veterans, and also serves as the assistant DAV van coordinator and one of the program’s 

drivers.  

o He is also a member of the Marquette County Veteran Alliance and a member of 

Northern’s Student Veterans Association. 

 

 Also part of the ceremony were keynote remarks by ASNMU vice president and Navy 

veteran Connor Loftus.   

o Connor, a fisheries and wildlife management major, highlighted how Northern’s core 

values played a role in his choosing to attend here.  

o At the ceremony, Connor received a State of Michigan Senate certificate from Senator 

Tom Casperson.  

o In addition to ASNMU, Connor is also a member of Northern’s Student Veterans 

Association and the Gamma Theta Upsilon International Geographical Honor Society. 

 

A New Partnership – Northern Michigan University has become the first Subaru University 

(Subaru-U) in the Upper Peninsula and the second in Michigan.  

 NMU will infuse the corporation’s web-based training into its existing two-year automotive 

service technology curriculum at no extra cost to students.  

 It will also enhance hands-on learning with the recent addition of three vehicle models – a 

Crosstrek, an Outback and a Forester – donated by Subaru of America. 

 Students will graduate with an industry credential that qualifies them to work at any Subaru 

dealership.  
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 The new partnership also includes the potential for a dealer apprenticeship or internship 

before they graduate. That would make them eligible for further instruction at one of 12 

training centers nationwide.  

 Steve Sanderson, service manager at Fox Motors Marquette and a member of NMU’s 

automotive technology advisory committee, helped to facilitate the new program at Northern. 

 

Education Program Reaccredited – Northern’s Educator Preparation Program is one of 43 in 

the nation to gained accreditation by the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation.  

 Northern’s program was also reaccredited by the Michigan Department of Education. 

 Both accreditations are for seven years. 

 Strengths of NMU’s program that were identified included:  

o peer-reviewed research to test the program claims in relation to national and state 

standards 

o procedures that reflect deeply rooted clinical partnerships with PK12 schools, 

intermediate school districts, math and science centers and non-profit agencies 

o and the use of data to develop grants and strategies to address shortages for hard-to-fill 

positions in rural school settings.  

 

 The program’s next required accreditation site visit must occur by Dec. 31, 2024. 

 

Presidential Scholars Competition – Like Fall Wildcat Weekend in October, this year’s 

Presidential Scholars Competition was very successful.  

 We had 375 competitors, making this year’s competition the largest ever. 

o Last fall, we had 369 compete.  

 

 To put on this event requires dozens of faculty and senior staff members to participate in the 

interviewing process, as well as staff and student volunteers to run the small-group leadership 

exercises.  

 I had the chance to phone the top scholarship recipients; a lot of fun to speak with them. 

 

Athletics Notes – Congratulations to the women’s cross country team which finished 13th at 

the NCAA Championships.  

 Kameron Burmeister placed 26th to earn All-America status for a second year. 

 The Wildcats made their third consecutive national meet appearance and their ninth trip in 

the program’s history.  Congratulations to Coach Jenny Ryan and all of the team members. 

 The Northern volleyball team was a bubble team for the NCAA Division II Tournament 

and while the squad did not advance, two of its members Kayla Chosa and Madison 

Whitehead were chosen honorable mention selections to the American Volleyball Coaches 

Association’s D2 All-America Team. 

 It was a great honor to hold the Gene Summers Appreciation Day on Dec. 5, recognizing 

this legendary Wildcat basketball player. Gene was a first-team All-American in 1965 and 

’66.  At the end of this Northern playing career, he was selected by the Chicago Bulls in the 

1966 NBA draft. Gene is a member of the NMU Sports Hall of Fame and is one of just two 

men’s basketball players to have their jersey retired at Northern. 

 Finally, last weekend, Olympic Training Site weightlifter Taylor Turner broke two 

American records at the American Open finals. Competing in the 58 kilogram weight class, 

she won bronze in the snatch by lifting 86 kilogram, bettering her own Junior American 

Record she set in April. Her 104 kilogram lift in the clean and jerk earned her a silver medal. 

Taylor’s combined 190 kg total was an American Junior Record and gave her second place 

overall in her weight category. 

 


