	From: 
	"Timothy Adams" <tiadams@nmu.edu>

	Subject: 
	The Big Green Idea

	Date: 
	Thu, February 21, 2008 3:22 am

	To: 
	aqip@nmu.edu


The Big Green Idea

By: Tim Adams


Northern Michigan University seems to be doing a great job on making a less impact on the environment.  This was one of my deciding factors in attending this University.  I find it great to hear we are searching for new ways to generate our electricity by using Bio fuels and discussing wind power.  


Now to get to the point on lessening our footprint on this earth, we are doing an effort on recycling by reducing our landfill input by almost 400 tons a year. That’s great but I have an easy idea to improve on that number.  I noticed in almost every restroom on campus we use paper towel as our preferred form of hand drying.  Simply I say we put in hand dryers.  Not just the normal ones in most rest stops, the “XLERATOR” by Excel Dryers.  These dryers are three times as fast (10-15 seconds) as typical dryers (30-45 seconds) and also use 80% less energy.   They deliver roughly a 95% cost savings versus paper towel.  These dryers are also GreenSpec approved and qualify for LEED credits in two categories.  The XLERATOR is also completely hands free which do meet all ADA qualifications for “no touch washrooms,” which can cut down the spread of germs and lead to a healthier population.  It’s a very simple upgrade we can do to this campus to cut down on total amount of trash sent to a land fill.  There are many other ways to become greener, I just think this is one of the more practical methods because it knocks out two problems on one swoop. 
