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Since I was freshman at NMU I’ve observed the efforts of the university to increase environmental awareness of the students and staff.  Recycling, environmentally conscience building for the remodeled dorms and Art and Design Building the native plants area, etc have come into existence to continue with the theme of “Northern. Naturally.”  When NMU offered the Big Green Idea, I thought it was a great plan because it involves students instead of solely administrators which will foster important relationships with the progress of the university for years to come.  Also, students spend a lot of time doing research or assignments involving others’ cutting edge research which means that students, especially ones whom have a centralized interest in sustainable living for developed countries, may have ideas that could be considered on a level that NMU needs.  

A tremendous amount of fuel is needed to transport food products from region to region.  Since Northern feeds the masses in its cafeterias with 40% of the food wasted, my idea is localizing some of the food production right here on campus, at least the vegetation. “Industrial production of food has resulted in massive waste, while hundreds 
of millions of people still live with hunger. Many believe that the answer to global malnutrition and famine is small farms and sustainable agriculture, not industrialized food production.  Northern has a greenhouse where its native plants are cultivated, and if that could be expanded to grow at least a portion of the produce needed for the salad and the fruit bars, it would make a significant impact both on NMU’s ‘carbon footprint’ and the costs for produce.  Also, expanding the greenhouse could provide more students with hands on experience with growing organic and in supply and demand.  

As alternative energy as one of my minors, I would also like to see a biodiesel production system, at least on a small scale at first where the school’s grease waste is converted to fuel and used in some of the Wildcat Shuttles.  Even if this can’t be put to use on a practical level right away, it would provide students with valuable knowledge on the chemistry, mechanics, and economics of biodiesel production.
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