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Although there are many things Northern could do to potentially reduce our waste there is only one I will mention; remove ALL the vending machines from campus. This would save energy in a variety of different ways.


Soda/snack machines are by far a waste of electricity. Every soda machine located on campus is poorly insulated and constantly running creating a constant draw of amperage and in turn always turning the meter. A typical cooling system operates using a condenser, a compressor, evaporator, and circulating fan; although I have failed to look at the nameplate and find out the exact current draw of these machines, I can tell you without even looking that they draw a lot. There is an entire 20 amp circuit designated for each machine and I would estimate that they are drawing 10+ of these amps. 

Now let’s take a look at the material waste from the snack’s that come out of the machines. Some of the bottles are non-returnable and even the ones that are returnable end up in the trash sometimes. The snack machines provide the customer with a very little non-nourishing amount of food and the container/wrapper is big, bulky, and just thrown away. Imagine what wouldn’t wind up in the trash without these machines.

I don’t have anything else to say about this issue, the fact of the matter is that this alone would reduce our energy consumption and waste factor immensely. It would also benefit other issues that I will not go into but think everyone knows what they are. Get rid of the machines and if someone wants a snack make them go to the Den or the Market Place to get it.  

