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Since reviewing Northern’s plans for the “greening of NMU”, I have found most of my ideas have already been put into action: green ware, green cleaning products…so on and so fourth. However, I did come up with an idea that could not only benefit the school but also the students and eventually the community. 





I propose that a course be created for students to develop and oversee green projects. This course would be a required class for students at a 400 level in the majors of Environmental Conservation, Environmental Science, Integrated Science with an Earth Science Minor.  Each semester, students would plan and in some cases actually complete green projects that could benefit the University both environmentally and financially.  An example would be to evaluate the costs and benefits of wind generation of electrical power.  This would provide students with a work type situation and give them the experience to take forward to a future employer.  To fund a project it would first have to be approved by Northern, then the University could apply to The Michigan Green Fund for financing in as little as 30 days. Although the Michigan Green Fund will only be giving a loan to the University this organization makes it easy to pay them back with:
• Low, fixed rates  
• Immediate, 100% financing (WAC)  
• “Locked in” interest rates  
• Flexible payment modes to meet individual needs  
• Equity established with each payment  
• No residual values or balloon payments  
• Title vests with Lessee  
• Viewed as current expenses, not long-term debt

Furthermore, if the proposals were found to be money savers for the University then it would be in Northern’s best interest to go forth with the students ideas. Then, perhaps different businesses and agencies in the community would come to students and ask them to design solutions to their environmental concerns. Not every project would be approved but this would still allow students to have the experience of organizing and executing a green project. 



This is the best proposal for Northern to consider because it allows the passion and intelligence of students to impact both their college and our community with solutions to one of the most contemporary issues affecting our generation. 

