Academic Information Services Advisory Committee (AISAC)

Minutes for February 22, 2008

Present: Mitsutoshi Oba, Jackie Bird, Bruce Sarjeant, Sandra Burr, Darlene Walch, Mitchell Klett, Qinghong Zhang.

Absent: Don Marquardt, Ryan Camps.
Sandy brought the meeting to order at 0910
Our task from the previous meeting was to have read the book by Susan Gibbons, The academic library and the net gen student: making the connections and think of questions for the LARC survey.  Nobody had read the book in its entirety, but we discussed issues nonetheless:
· The book reiterates that the library should do what the university is doing—what are the faculty doing—(in my words, mimic, echo, enhance, support them).  
· “Net Gen” students are big gamers, which includes more women than you might think.

· It’s certainly more convenient, this widespread electronic access.  More academic/scholarly information is coming out via blogs, posted on social networking pages—and an even greater number of unregulated information that is worthless.
· It has changed exponentially.  When widespread printed material appeared: “don’t believe everything in print”.  Television: “don’t believe all that you see on TV”.  The Internet?  Whew!

· Mitch mentioned a book “Cult of the Amateur” by Andrew Keen.  Nice article here from Wired on one aspect of it that I just found (without the problems Mitch mentioned): http://www.wired.com/culture/lifestyle/commentary/theluddite/2007/06/luddite_0621 
· Should, or can, the library catalog be based on gaming techniques?  More visuals (beyond the image of the book’s dust jacket), images.  Always been an issue, the library systems concerns: “what we would like the catalog to do for us vs. what it really is capable of”.  
· Are we in the midst of a trend to totally online everything only to have it reverse in, say, 20 years, back to people clamoring for a return to physical items?  People becoming tired of the Internet.  Can the library look ahead to that?  From a place simply of interaction among students (or having no physical library) to a place of physical items stored once again?  
· Digital information does have its limitations, but more and more of what was once print is moving to digital—scanned documents/publications.  As a means of preserving this information, it is scanned and made widely available (either through a subscription or for free).  Libraries [and archives] will need space to store/host this digital information.
· How about a nice, attractive place to view movies?  Nicer than what is available now.  For groups of students to view an assigned move (in any format: DVD, VCR, etc) and collectively watch it to
gether.  Collaborative space is a popular means for students to learn technology—“hubness” was the term mentioned.  
· One of the questions we should ask is “what do people like or dislike about library/Internet research?  Please elaborate.”

The 10th of March is the release date of the DAC’s “statement of intent” of what the library of the future is desired to be.  

Minutes of the February 8th meeting were approved with one minor spelling correction.

Next meeting: Friday March 14th, 2008.  LRC 202.
Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Sarjeant

