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AAPC Minutes
Friday, February 10, 2006; 1:35 – 3:20 p.m.
Present:  Sandy Burr, Gerri Daniels, James Drosen, Jim Gadzinski, Chris Greer, Keith Kendall, Jeanne Lorentzen, Kevin McDonough, Mary Raymond, Barbara Rhyneer, Marilyn Robberts

Absent:  Gloria Clocklin, Mary Etchison, David Switzer
1. Approval of Agenda – approved by concensus
2. Approval of Minutes (December 2, 2005) – approved by concensus
3. New Business
· 1. Policy concerning Immediate Suspension and Automatic Appeal – Gadzinski
· past criteria for immediate suspension:

A) previously, 12 credits and 0.0 GPA
B) Fall 2000, changed to 8 credits and less than 1.0

1. in 1st semester of change, about 80 students suspended

C) in 2001, put in place 1) an automatic appeal for immediate suspension and 2) interventions

1. a somewhat higher success rate

2. but a lot of work for not high returns

· Gadzinski may propose to go back to criteria of 0.0 GPA and drop the interventions

A) Gadzinski to bring information and data to this committee

1. after this committee, then Academic Senate

· no action at this meeting

· 2. Graduation Stoles
· issue referred to AAPC by Provost Joyal; see Appendix A at the end of these minutes

· according to AAPC staff members, this issue has been addressed in past – have had requests regarding stoles from Native American and African American students and regarding pins, medallions, or stoles from various honors organizations
· sometime before 2001, the Academic Senate voted that only academic apparel, honors cords, and honors stoles would be allowed at commencement
A) according to Robberts, the rationale at that time was that commencement is a university function rather than organizations recognizing their own members and achievements or the university recognizing organizations

1. after further discussion in this AAPC meeting, it came to our attention that the rationale was based on an assumption that academics are at the heart of commencement

B) at commencements, student attire is regulated at the entrypoints to the ceremony; students may be putting on additional items things after they walk in, but they are not wearing them when they walk in
1. at issue:  enforcement of university standards for attire vs. acceptance of de facto adornment in order to not create a scene

· issues:

A) Is commencement recognition of academics or of university life beyond academics?

B) How wide a range of behavior or adornment should the university allow at commencement?

1. What criteria?

C) What group would set the criteria?

D) What group would enforce (police) the criteria and at what point?

E) In what setting is recognition of non-academic organizations appropriate?  Is this at commencement?
1. What about honor societies based on academics?

F) Some non-academic organizations and some academic honor societies require dues and therefore may not be financially available to some students.
1. similar issue for pins and stoles offered (for a price) by organizations and societies

G) At commencement, university celebrates “common bond” of NMU and its students – academics

1. Yes, already make distinctions with honors cords and Latin honors (summa cum laude, magna cum laude, cum laude) – but this has to do with academics

· underlying theme:  commencement focuses on academics
A) major factors:  setting criteria and regulation IF moved away from current policies
· action:  McDonough moved, Lorentzen seconded, that the AAPC uphold the current policy and deny the request to adopt stoles  
A) Rationale:  commencement is a unifying ceremony centered on academics, as discussed (A-G above)

· action:  Kendall moved, Lorentzen seconded, that this issue be tabled to next meeting.  

A) Rationale:  to invite input from originating student

B) DEFEATED
· McDonough motion PASSED with request to record the vote:  10 in favor, 1 opposed.

A) Chair Drosen to communicate with the originating student

4. Old Business

· 1. General University Studies (GUS) students and their admit status. (CT1 code) – Gadzinski & Daniels

· review:  GUS students are not required to have interventions, which College Transitions Program (CTP) students must have
A) Duby data suggests that GUS students do not do well

B) originally proposed to allow students to get into NMU
1. according to NMU’s “community college” function

C) Currently, associate degrees all over the board in requirements (or lack of) for GPA and # of credits

· Gadzinski proposed that GUS be required to have interventions

A) could leave as is – works OK for admissions

1. but GUS students not required to take ACT for admissions

· issues:

A) wide range of students in GUS status

B) various criteria for

1. admitting students, 

2. requiring interventions for students

3. keeping students (retention)

C) requirements of TIP scholarships (Michigan scholarship program)

D) could GUS students be limited to 100- and 200- level courses?
1. BANNER will not allow this – must be done manually

E) number of student affected:  about 20

F) could we interpret current policy, “will receive interventions,” as restricted admission with letter of admission

1. but, at grading time, one category of student (on probation) may be suspended whereas another category of student (not on probation) with same GPA not suspended

· action:  Lorentzen moved, Raymond seconded, to close discussion and refer to staff.  PASSED?
A) de facto consensus, I guess, among members remaining at this time
5. Good of the order – none
6. de facto adjournment ca. 3:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Keith H. Kendall

Faculty Secretary, AAPC

Appendix A:  E-mail correspondence regarding graduation stoles

Jim and Tawni -

This is a matter dealt with by AAPC. Given that this comes from the president, I would ask that the AAPC take this as a recommendation for review, and please respond to Kayla with your "finding." Feel free to ask her to come before the committee.

Thanks.

-- Fred



From: "Les Wong" <lwong@nmu.edu>
To: "'Kayla Rice'" <karice@nmu.edu>, "'Fred Joyal'" <fjoyal@nmu.edu>,
        "'Jackie Schneider'" <jaschnei@nmu.edu>
Subject: RE: Graduation proposal for May 2006
Date: Wed, 25 Jan 2006 08:23:24 -0500
X-Mailer: Microsoft Office Outlook, Build 11.0.5510
Thread-Index: AcYhT1lpIZWdNbFISw+Yf3HKkvnSRwAXgu6w
X-Antivirus: : Passed

Kayla,

Im always open to new ideas.  And yours is certainly one.  We do have a committee that oversees the ceremony.  Ive included Dr. Joyal and my assistant, Ms. Jackie Schneider here because they are on the committee.  They can examine the issue.  Issues that deal with tradition and history at NMU are difficult ones, Im sure youd agree with me there.  Jackie/Fred: can you raise this issue with committee?  Thank you all and thank you Kayla for the idea....

Dr. Les Wong

President

 



From: Kayla Rice [mailto:karice@nmu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2006 8:34 PM
To: lwong@nmu.edu
Subject: Graduation proposal for May 2006


President Wong,

My name is Kayla Rice, I am a senior here at Northern Michigan University and I will be graduating in May.  I am not sure if you remember me but I was the student that worked on the United Way campaign with Ken Godfrey.  I know you get hundreds of e-mails a day, but I wasnt sure who to send this to.  I was talking about graduation with some friends and one of them made it known to me that we are not allowed to wear stoles or cords unless they are honor cords.  I was kind of surprised at this policy.  I was hoping that maybe there would be some way to change this.
 
I know you take a lot of pride in the students on this campus and their involvement with the university and the community.  There should be some way of displaying this to our community and family members, especially with the seniors.  What better way to do this than allowing students to wear organizational stoles.  I guess I dont understand why the policy is the way it is.  Stoles are something a student can wear to show their activity over their past college career and its a keepsake to show their children and grandchildren.  Just think of the percentage of students that would be representing NMU and the organizations it offers.  Of course the stoles would have to be purchased be the student themselves, just like the cords.  I see students taping the top of their caps to represent a nursing degree and others wearing pins, I believe a stole is equivalent.  

The way I see it is that there should be a rule regulating the wearing of stoles.  For example:  The all must have a white border and the organizations name must be on the bottom right side.  Stoles could be approved be a designated office, such as ASNMU, three weeks to a month prior to graduation as well.  I just thought it would be a shot to mention this and see what happens.  Thank you for taking time to read this e-mail.  I know what a busy man you are.


Best regards,

Kayla Rice

NMU, senior

Entertainment & Sports Promotion
