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The Admissions and Academic Policies Committee (AAPC) met twice each month during the academic year to conduct its business.  The work of the AAPC during the academic year involves action items forwarded by the Academic Senate, the VPAA and/or other individuals, proposals generated within the committee, or proposals generated by AAPC ad-hoc committees.  The following report summarizes the activities of AAPC during the period July 1, 2002, to June 30, 2003.

Reports and AAPC Action Items
During the 2002-2003 academic year, the AAPC submitted the following action report to the Academic Senate:

· On March 25, 2003, the AAPC submitted a report to the Senate recommending that three recommendations concerning transfer policies be approved by the Academic Senate (documents required for transfer admission, eligibility to return policy, and transferring the GPA).  Both the Senate and the VPAA approved these recommendations.

Other AAPC Business

Other business conducted by AAPC included the following:

· AAPC reviewed a proposal from the International Affairs office that encourages the development of international experiences for both NMU faculty and NMU students.  Susan Morgan met with AAPC to answer questions, and recommendations concerning the proposal for faculty-led short-term study abroad program were returned to the International Affairs Office.

· AAPC reviewed a request from a graduate student to modify the graduation attire regulations to allow Master of Fine Arts graduates to wear black robes instead of the traditional robes for NMU graduates.  The request for an exception to the graduation attire regulations was denied.

· AAPC received a request from Brent Graves, Chair of the Academic Senate, to review the situation in which major and minor degree programs require students to take specific liberal studies courses, and to make recommendations to the Academic Senate concerning what, if anything, should be done.

The AAPC discussed this issue at several meetings throughout the academic year and adopted the following motion at its March 14, 2003, meeting:  “The members of the Admissions and Academic Policy Committee, having discussed, researched, and debated the question of whether or not departments may require students to take specified Liberal Studies courses, have come to the conclusion that any changes in the present policy would (1) require such extensive changes to the existing Liberal Studies program, and (2) raise so many objections from individual departments, that the whole question is beyond the scope of this committee.  Examination of this question should more properly begin with the Liberal Studies Committee, and any action would need to proceed from higher administrative levels.”

· Other discussion items included academic dishonesty and a request from the Math Department to calculate grades in 090 courses as part of a student’s cumulative GPA.

· The AAPC met approximately three times during the academic year to hear student appeals of dismissal and suspension for re-entry into the University.  In addition, a subcommittee of three met several times to hear “emergency” appeals.

· The following individuals served as AAPC officers for 2002-2003:

Larry Pagel (Business)

Chair

Ruth Watry



Vice Chair

Kevin McDonough


Secretary

· New members during the 2002-2003 academic year were as follows:

Mary Etchison



Counseling Center

Farral Belmore


Communication Disorders

Judith Rousseau


CTAS

Farral Belmore left NMU in December 2002 and was replaced by Julie Rochester (HPER).

Judith Rousseau resigned and was replaced by Tom Meravi (CTAS).

These members will serve through Winter 2005.

In addition, a student continues to serve on AAPC. Allison Hassig served during the 2002 Fall Semester, and Kyle Ortiz served during the 2003 Winter Semester.  We have found student input to be invaluable and plan to continue this practice.

This report summarizes the activities of the Admissions and Academic Policies Committee during the past academic year.

Respectfully Submitted,

Larry G. Pagel, AAPC Chair

July 30, 2003
